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The Libraries of Norway 


By Pure M. Wuireman, F.L.A., 
Lecturer, School of Librarianship, Leeds College of Commerce 


SCANDINAVIA has been well served by 
library literature in English. Many articles on 
Denmark, Sweden, and Finland have appeared, 
and there are invaluable books on the libraries of 
two of these countries (1, 2), but little attention 
has been paid to Norway. In his survey of 
libraries overseas (3), L. R. McColvin devotes 
only two pages to that country, and the only 
recent book on the subject is of a rather special- 
ized character (4). The dearth of published infor- 
mation has given rise to the impression that 
Norway has little to show in the library field. In 
July, 1958, a party of students from the Leeds, 
Loughborough, and Manchester library schools 
visited the country (5), and this article describes 
the Norwegian library scene on the basis of 
impressions gained during the tour. 

To appreciate the problem of library service in 
Norway, it is necessary to consider the nature of 
the country itself. In an area nearly 50 per cent 
greater than that of the United Kingdom, there 
live 34 million people, as against 514 million in 
the U.K. The density of population is 10-6 per 
square kilometre, the lowest among the Scandi- 
navian countries. The largest city, Oslo, has about 
460,000 inhabitants. Second comes Bergen with 
115,000. No other town, except Trondheim 
(59,000) and Stavanger (53,000), has a population 
greater than about 30,000. By Norwegian 
standards, a town of 20,000 population is a large 
town. Many people live in very small com- 
munities, and others in a degree of isolation not 
paralleled in Britain. Norway is 1,100 miles long 
and communications are made extremely difficult 
by the mountains and fiords. There are many 
inhabited islands. 

Historical aspects. The historical side of 
Norwegian librarianship is well covered in a 
recent American publication (6), and only one 
aspect of it is referred to here. The public libraries 
of the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth, the 


United States, and the Scandinavian countries, 
are usually thought of as together representing 
the concept of a single “‘all-purpose”’ institution 
which is both “scholarly”? and “‘popular’’, in 
contrast to the separation of these functions in 
most European countries. One reason why 
Scandinavia is linked to the Anglo-American 
idea of the public library, is that two Norwegian 
library pioneers, Hans Tambs Lyche and Haakon 
Nyhuus, visited the United States in the late 
nineteenth century and returned home greatly 
influenced by American ideas. They were followed 


cases, studied in American library schools (7). 
Thus Norway was greatly influenced until recent 
years by American concepts and methods. The 
results of this influence are seen in such things 
as the general use of the dictionary catalogue 
and the Newark charging system. 

Local public libraries. As in the other Scandi- 
navian countries, the library is an intensely local 
institution, and most public libraries have been 
established voluntarily by local communities. 
Under the current library law (8), however, each 
municipality must have a public library, with 
branch libraries if appropriate, and the muni- 
cipality must support the library with a minimum 
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borg* (population 13,400) only the chairman of 
the board is also a member of the council. 

In all, there are about 1,150 independent 
public libraries in Norway (10), ranging from 
such large systems as those of Oslo and Bergen 
to tiny part-time village or parish libraries 
operated by paid part-time librarians who in 
many cases are village teachers. 

The central or county libraries. The expressions 
“central library’’ and “county library” are 
synonymous in a Scandinavian context, and 
should not be thought of as referring to a library 
administered by a county council (11). A Central 
or County library is the library of an important 
town, which provides certain background support 
and services to the smaller public libraries in the 
surrounding area which is not in all cases the 
precise area of an administrative county. (The 
public library of Trondheim in mid-Norway 
serves as the Central library for two counties 
which together are the size of Denmark! On the 
other hand, in Finnmark in Northern Norway, 
there are two Central libraries serving the area of 
one county.) There are sixteen Central libraries 
in all, and they include many of the larger towns, 
but not Oslo (12). 

Apart from its primary responsibility of direct 
service to its own residents, a town library acting 
as Central library performs the following 
functions: (a) meeting requests from local 
libraries and from individuals in the “county”’, 
for specific books, either from its own stock or if 
necessary, by applying to the University Library 
or to another public library or research library, 
(6) providing bookbuses (mobile libraries) and 
boxes of books for very small communities whose 
needs cannot be met by other means (13), 
(c) inspecting the smaller libraries (see under 
National services below), (d) maintaining shelf 
lists of the smaller libraries, these serving as a 
union catalogue, (e) in a few counties, assisting 
the smaller libraries with processing, including 
classifying and cataloguing. For example, the 
public library of Frederikstad* (15,000 popula- 
tion) acts as Central library for Ostfold county, 
one of the smallest in area and largest in popula- 
tion (240,000). Central processing and other 
services are provided for about thirty independent 
libraries in the county. 


NATIONAL SERVICES 
1. The State Library Inspectorate (Statens 
Bibliotektilsyn). This is a section of the Ministry 
of Church and Education and has general respon- 
sibility for public library services. It is staffed by 
the Library Director (at present Mr. Anders 
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Andreassen), a Library Adviser (Mrs. Else 
Granheim) (14), four other qualified librarians, 
and two clerks. The functions of the State 
Library Inspectorate are: 

(a) To promote the establishment and develop- 
ment of public libraries by providing advice, 
e.g., on the planning of new library buildings, 
and by suggesting (rather than laying down) 
minimum standards of service. 

(6) To receive annual reports from ail libraries 
receiving State grants. (Failure to report or to 
observe the library law results in withdrawal 
of the grant.) 

(c) To administer the system of State grants. 
ep local public library spending up to £50 

a year from local funds on books and staff, 
receives the equivalent in State grant, provided 
that certain conditions are complied with, e.g., 
it must be open for borrowing by inhabitants 
free of charge (15). If the local contribution 
exceeds £50, the State grant is graded as follows: 


Local expenditure between £50 and £100: Grant equal 
to 90 per cent of this. 
Local expenditure between £100 and £175: Grant equal 


to 80 per cent of this. 

Local expenditure between £175 and £300: Grant equal 
to 70 per cent of this. 

Local expenditure between £300 and £500: Grant equal 
to 60 per cent of this. 

Local expenditure over £500: Grant equal to 50 per cent 
of this. 


The maximum grant to any one library is £500, 
and to the libraries in a single municipality, 
£1,000. This means, for example, that the 
Bergen Public Library* receives the basic maxi- 
mum for its main library plus a further £500 in 
respect of a branch library. The Minister has 
power to authorize grants in excess of the above 
scales. 

Any public library serving as a Central library 
receives an additional grant of up to £1,250, and 
if it operates a bookbus (mobile library) or book- 
boat in the county area, a further grant of up to 
£250 (16). 

Small grants are paid for reference collections, 
and for furniture in new libraries, but it is an 
important feature of the system that suitable 
accommodation must be provided by the muni- 
cipality (17). The library law also provides that 
“at every elementary school situated in a rural 
district, or in a town having no children’s section 
in its public library, there is to be a school library 
for the use of the children” (18). The municipality 
must spend money on books for the school 
library and there is a small State grant. 

The State grants to public libraries are obvious- 
ly inadequate in amount, but they are of consider- 
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able value to the smaller libraries. To a town 
library, they mean little. At Sarpsborg* (popu- 
lation 13,400) the library expenditure is £10,000, 
of which the State contributes £500. At Frederik- 
stad* (population 15,000) expenditure on the 
town library is £11,500, of which £500 comes 
from the State, and expenditure on the Central 
(County) service is £3,000, of which £1,250 is 
State grant. At Odda* (population with neigh- 
bouring districts served, 10,000) the service costs 
£6,000 (excluding fabric charges because the 
library is located in the new town hall), and of 
this, £845 is grant. 

Two other aspects of the grant system must be 
mentioned. Firstly, the State Inspectorate takes 
24 per cent of the total grants for public libraries 
as its “disposal sum” (19), which is used for 
special projects and for bibliographical work 
undertaken by the Libraries Agency. Secondly, 
the library law provides that each year an amount 
not exceeding 5 per cent of the State grant for 
books in public and school libraries (20) shall 
be placed in a fund, the purpose of which is “to 
give living Norwegian authors and widows of 
Norwegian authors compensation for the books 
by these authors which are borrowed” (21, 22). 

(d) To organize the inspection of public 
libraries. “Inspection” is perhaps a harsh term 
for the process of supervision and advice in 
Norway. In fact, the Oslo staff of the State 
Library Inspectorate rarely inspect individual 
libraries; and in any case, inspection of fown 
libraries is considered unnecessary because these 
are staffed by qualified librarians. Inspection of 
the smaller libraries is carried out on a county 
basis by inspectors attached to the Central 
libraries (23). They are qualified librarians whose 
salaries are paid half by the State and half by the 
local authorities in the counties. The inspectors 
report to the State Inspectorate and to the local 
library boards. An adverse report may result 
in the State Inspectorate’s making represen- 
tations to the library board or, if necessary, to 
the local council or mayor. 

(e) To co-ordinate book selection. Attached 
to the Inspectorate are two committees, one for 
public libraries, the other for school libraries, 
which compile regular booklists. School libra- 
rians must select from the list for school libraries. 
Public libraries are only required to spend their 
State grants on books from the public libraries 
list—municipal funds they may spend as they 
wish. 

(f) To issue publications on libraries and 
librarianship. Among these are the main pro- 
fessional journal, Bok og Bibliotek, a bi-monthly, 
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and Bokbladet, a quarterly magazine for school 
and children’s libraries. 

2. The Libraries Agency (A/L Biblioteksen- 
tralen). This institution developed in 1952 on the 
basis of an established private concern. The 
Libraries Agency is a company owned jointly 
by the State and the municipalities (24). With a 
staff of about a hundred, it provides the following 
services: 

(a) It acquires Norwegian books and sells 
these to the public libraries at 20 per cent dis- 
count, against the 84 per cent allowed by the 
trade (25). Public libraries must buy, through the 
Agency, books purchased with their State grants. 

(6) It operates a central bookbinding service 
which most public libraries use because it is 
appreciably cheaper than commercial binding 
services. 

(c) It designs, promotes the manufacture of, 
and sells, library equipment, e.g., book trolleys. 

(d) In 1958 it established a Bibliographic 
Office which (i) classifies books acquired for the 
public libraries and equips them with book- 
plates, labels, etc.; (ii) issues printed catalogue 
cards for Norwegian publications, providing one 
free card with every book purchased and selling 
additional cards at under 1d. each; (iii) plans to 
develop a consultant service on library methods 
and to publish booklists. 

3. The University Library, Oslo.* The national 
library of Norway has been recently described (26) 
and only its place in the national library service 
is touched on here. The University Library has 
the legal deposit privilege whereby the printer 
of each Norwegian book must deliver an un- 
solicited copy (27). The official current national 
bibliography is prepared on the basis of deposit 
copies, 

The University Library Maintains a union 


The University Library has « primarily human- 
istic emphasis and the main responsibility for 
ee ee 
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(6) The Joint Library of the Industrial Research 
Centre, Blindern, Oslo.* The Industrial Research 
Centre occupies three large modern buildings. 
It is financed by State grants and from the pro- 
ceeds of football pools, and it houses several 
scientific and industrial research institutes, most 
of them established by the Royal Norwegian 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research. 
Eventually seventeen organizations will be housed 
in the Centre (28). 

The library serves all the organizations in the 
Centre. Some of these have their own libraries, 
but they look to the joint library to co-ordinate 
the work of these by maintaining a union cata- 
logue, by eliminating unnecessary duplication, 
and by providing materials on subjects of general 
interest to all the organizations. The library 
takes 950 current periodicals and lends fairly 
freely to outside research workers. One of the 
organizations in the Centre issues a monthly 
abstracting journal and provides a photocopying 
service. 

Staff. In the very small communities, the 
libraries are operated on a part-time basis by 
local librarians, in many cases village teachers. 
In the town libraries, the principle of division 
of staff into two grades, librarians and clerks, is 
generally accepted. There is distinct division in 
recruitment, and as far as possible, the division 
of duties is observed. Staff shortages sometimes 
make the rigid observance of the principle 
rather difficult. 

Library clerks are recruited at school-leaving 
age and, in many cases, remain in libraries for 
only two or three years, as the experience gained 
enables them to obtain more lucrative posts in 
bookshops. 

A third category of staff, that of trainee- 
librarian, is found in the larger libraries. Trainee- 
librarians are prospective entrants to the State 
Library School, who will become professionally 
qualified. 

Professional education and in-service training 
are closely linked. The prospective librarian 
must have the Studenteksamen, i.e., university 
entrance standard (29), and the programme of 
education and training is spread over three 
years (30), as follows: 

(a) One and a half years as trainee-librarian 
in an approved library, i.e., normally a town or 
research library, and always under the guidance 
of qualified librarians. Chief librarians willingly 
accept this responsibility for training, although 
fully aware that the trainee is unlikely to remain 
on the staff of the particular training library. It 
is a condition of the arrangement that during 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 


OctToBer 1959 


training, the student’s working day shall be 

shortened (31), the remainder of the time being 

used for study in connexion with a correspon- 

dence course run by the State Library School. 

(Part-time local librarians may also take this 
course.) 

(6) One and a half years as a full-time student 
in the State Library School in Oslo. The school is 
under the general control of the Ministry, but 
has its own governing board. It is at present 
housed in Deichman’s Library. Apart from the 
head of the school, there are a full-time lecturer, 
nearly forty part-time lecturers, and a full-time 
clerk. Once a student has been accepted for the 
course, there are no fees to pay, the cost being 
borne by the State. There are few university 
graduate entrants to the school. In many respects 
the syllabus resembles that of the Library Asso- 
ciation, but there is a greater emphasis on litera- 
ture and on the literature and bibliography of 
special subject fields. At the end of the course 
there is a major examination and the successful 
student emerges, a fully qualified librarian. 
As there is an acute shortage of librarians in 
Norway, each of the thirty-six graduates of the 
school has the choice of several posts of respon- 
sibility. 

The salaries of librarians are decidedly poor by 
English standards, and parity with teachers, 
which is the aim of the profession, is still a long 
way off. There is no national salary scale, the 
salaries being fixed by individual local authori- 
ties. The State Inspectorate has some influence 
in raising salaries, but mainly with the small 
libraries, i.e., those which depend to the greatest 
extent on the State grant. 

Libraries and librarians are united in the 
Norwegian Library Association which is organ- 
ized in three sections: (a) for parish libraries and 
their part-time librarians, (6) for public librarians, 
ie., the professional staff, (c) for scientific (i.e., 
research) and university librarians. An annual 
conference is held in co-operation with the State 
Inspectorate. In many parts of Norway there are 
county library associations which hold annual 


might wellinvolve two days of travelling each way! 

Conclusion. An attempt has been made to 
concentrate on the structure of Norwegian 
library services. Much could have been written 
of the internal organization and rich collections 
of the libraries: of the study groups at Sarps- 
borg,* the gramophone record collections at 
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Sarpsborg Public Library: reading room 
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Odda* and Frederikstad,* of the high quality 
of bookstocks, of the unique collection at the 
Nobel Institute,* and of the music library in 
Bergen* based on Edvard Grieg’s personal 
collection. 

No attempt has been made to offer a criticism 
of the Norwegian system, for to generalize on 
the basis of a first and brief visit would be rash. 
The fact that library development is not as 
advanced as in Sweden and Denmark is easily 
explained by the relatively poor economic and 
financial resources of the country and par- 
ticularly by the setbacks brought about by the 
last war, setbacks which were more serious than 
those experienced by any other Scandinavian 
country except Finland (32). For years after 
the war, building materials were rationed and the 
building of large libraries is still subject to govern- 
ment approval. Despite all these difficulties, firm 
foundations have been laid, in the Acts of 1947 
and 1955, of a truly national library service, 
staffed by librarians with high professional 
ideals, whose aim is to develop libraries as a 
powerful educational force (33). 
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(27) The library of the University of Bergen, and the 
library of the Royal Norwegian Society of Sciences, 
Trondheim, have the right to claim any Norwegian 


publication. 
(28) The parallel with the plan for a Science Centre in 


London is obvious. 

(29) In Denmark also, the Studenteksamen is the basic 
requirement, but in Sweden, a university first 
degree is the normal basis, though not exclusively 


$0. 
(30) In Denmark, the programme is over four years: 
6 months as trainee in an approved library. 
6 months in a preparatory course in the State 
Library School. 
2 years’ further training and service in a library. 
1 year in the main full-time course of the School. 
The Danish State Library School is an indepen- 
dent State institution and is not controlled by the 
Library Inspectorate. 


Wandsworth’s Experiment with 
Photocharging 


A Final Report, including a reference to 
Audio-charging 


By E. V. Corpett, F.L.A., Borough Librarian of Wandsworth 


[X the four years which have elapsed since 
Wandsworth first introduced photocharging, 
this issue method has gained ground steadily 
if not in startling fashion, and is being used by 
the following libraries: Bath, Brentford and Chis- 
wick, Coatbridge, Chelmsford, Coventry, Croy- 
don, Finsbury, Hampstead, Hull, Northampton, 
Norwich, Reading, Sutton and Cheam, Wands- 
worth, Willesden, Woking, Woolwich. Of these 
libraries, Croydon, Woolwich and Hampstead 
have extended the use of photocharging to some 
of the branch libraries as well as the central 
and at Wandsworth ten of the eleven libraries 
now operate on this ; the eleventh is a 
temporary library which will be replaced in the 
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no small part of the advantages that this issue 
method offers. 

Use for children’s issues. Although I have not 
hitherto recommended the use of one photo- 
charging counter for both adults’ and children’s 
issues, Other librarians have done so and, it 
would appear, with success. Indeed, they say 
that if anything, photocharging is more successful 
with children than with adults, as the former are 
quicker to appreciate the routines involved. 
They also say that children have not abused the 
privilege of more or less unrestricted loans. 

Personally, I still feel that where a separate 
children’s library is provided, the issues of the 
books should be supervised in that department. 
On the other hand, where the children’s library 
is part of the adult library, very different circum- 
stances obtain, and it might be essential to convert 
both types of issue to photocharging. This 
problem occurred in three medium branch 
libraries in Wandsworth, having an annual issue 
of between 160,000 to 210,000, and it was quickly 
established that the benefits of photocharging for 
adults would be largely destroyed if children’s 
library books had to be issued by Browne on the 
same counter. On the other hand, the committee 
were reluctant to forego restricting the issues of 
books to individual children. The solution 
ultimately adopted was to retain children’s 
Browne tickets and use them as tokens. Children’s 
books are then photocharged in the normal way, 
the ticket being used instead of the membership 
card, but in the pocket of each book issued is 
placed the child’s library ticket as well as a 
transaction card. In other words, the number 
of books borrowed is limited to the number of 
tickets the child has available. On return, the 
books are discharged and the child given his 
tickets. Contrary to the expectations of some of us 
at least, this method has given every satisfaction 
and no difficulties have occurred. The ticket 
should be of light coloured material and written 
in Indian ink for photographic legibility. 

Membership cards and registration. The xylonite 
membership cards referred to in previous accounts 
have proved satisfactory in use for periods which 
now range up to four years. In fact, the wearing 
qualities have been such that the automatic 
re-registration of readers at the end of two years 
was extended to three years, and since then has 
been further extended to five years. Ultimately, 
even if readers are re-registered at the end of 
five years, it would appear that many of the 
existing cards will not need renewing. As a 
membership card costs Id., quite a substantial 
saving. will result, though, of course, it will no 





THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 


249 


longer be possible to maintain statistics of 


introduced by the Croydon Libraries and is now 
employed elsewhere. The actual membership 
details are typed on to strips which cut down into 
individual cards 3 in. x 2 im. The. reader's 
name and address having been typed on these 
strips, they are sent away to a firm for lamination, 
This process completely encloses the ticket in a 
kind of perspex cover 3} in. x 2} in. and efficient- 
ly seals it against dirt and wear. These member- 
ship cards possess all the advantages of the 
xylonite card and should have an even longer life. 
The cost of approximately 3d. a card, however, 
may prove too expensive in a library not too well 
endowed with funds; their appearance, legibility, 
and longevity is, however, of 

order, 


It is, therefore, of some interest to hear that the 
machine which has been in constant use in the 
Wandsworth Central Library for four years 
only given trouble twice. These two occasions 
have involved repair bills totalling less than 
Throughout the system we have not been 
so lucky as this, but during the last twel 
per 


ae e 


i 


himself familiar with the microfilmer; 


é 


most of the minor faults which develop 
require nothing more than a screwdriver 
spanner to rectify them. If the makers have to 
called in for every slight defect, the machine may 
entail repair bills which could be relatively high. 
Most service charges consist mainly of labour and 


g 
Ze 
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labour, relieves staff of a boring task and 


promotes accuracy. 

It is a pity that Mr. Callander, in his article, 
gave no details of the cost of this process, and 
made no mention of the large wastage of trans- 
action cards involved, though he did point out 
that the method would be uneconomic if it were 
not carried out through the Treasurer. Having 
further examined my summary of the economics 
of punched-card filing as set out in Photocharging, 
pages 78-82, I see no reason to make any sub- 
stantial amendment to these views. On the other 
hand, while I would reiterate that manual filing 
of transaction cards is not the bogey it is some- 
times thought to be, it is only right to say that 
punched transaction cards are the natural com- 
plement to the microfilmer if the volume of 
business is sufficient to make the process worth- 
while. 

Unfortunately, economics can seldom be 
ignored in local government. At Wandsworth, 
with something like 24 million issues being 
recorded annually by photocharging, a very good 
case indeed could be made out for the employ- 
ment of punched transaction cards. However, 
when an O. and M. investigation was carried out 
recently, the consultants found themselves unable 
to support the Borough Librarian’s recommenda- 
tions in this connection. In their opinion, hand 
sorting, which is done mostly at slack intervals 
on the counter, is both well organized and ade- 
quate and costs virtually nothing in staff time. 
On the other hand, punched-cards involve a 
heavy expense in the initial purchase and constant 
renewal of packs of transaction cards, each of 
which can be used very few times. In addition, 
the Treasurer's Department at Wandsworth 
could not surrender their machines for well over 
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Wandsworth, a simple opportunity was afforded 
for experimenting with audio-charging in an 
English library. 

In the experiment referred to, the problem 
to be resolved was whether libraries with annual 


recorder and microphone can be purchased for 
about £90 as against £400 for a microfilmer. 
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(2) The cost of film is largely avoided as tapes 
can be erased and used over and over again. 

Disadvantages. (1) Reading the details of the 
“charge” into the microphone takes longer than 
photocharging. The best figure obtained in time 
checks under ideal conditions was 5 seconds as 
compared with 4-72 seconds for Browne and 
3-25 for photocharging. Such ideal conditions 
are scarcely likely to obtain in practice, as the 
timings were all carried out with library assistants 
presenting their books in ideal fashion. 

(2) Continuous reading of the details of the 
charge is most fatiguing to an assistant. One 
could well imagine that staff resistance to this 
method would be speedily generated if it were 
employed in a relatively busy library. The rate 
of charging would also undoubtedly decline if the 
same assistant were employed at maximum output 
for more than an hour. 

(3) There is a far greater degree of error 
arising from the employment of audio-charging 
than with photocharging, due to the fact that 
details are read from the book. In particular, 
the experiment showed that most assistants 
had a propensity to transpose or misread num- 
bers. As a trial, ten assistants were asked to read 
out a list containing fifty accession numbers with 
reader’s name and address against each, at an 
approximate rate of 5-6 seconds per line. Even 
though this trial was carried out in the quietness 
of an office, as distinct from the noise and move- 
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heavily outweigh its main advantage of economy. 
It cannot be recommended as a means of replac- 
ing Browne, but it is useful under the circum- 
stances outlined and might be well worth con- 
sidering for a mobile library where space is at 
a minimum. 
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SUBJECT BOOKLISTS RECENTLY ISSUED 
BY BRITISH LIBRARIES 
JuLy-Serremser, 1959 


A select list of books on motor cars and motor cycles, 
Carlisle P.L. 

Technical and Arts Bulletin No. 32. The Applied Arts: 
books added since February, 1957. Chelmsford P.L. 

Just the job: reading list number twelve: careers. 

P.L. 

Purcell born 1659; Handel died 1759: a Paddington 
P.L. booklist compiled in May, 1959, by Roger 
Oliver, to commemorate Purcell-Handeil cen- 
tenaries. Paddington P.L. 


World Refugee Year 
We have been requested to draw the attention of public 


librarians to the magazine Onslaught, published by 
the Committee for the World Refugee Year. The Organ- 
izing Secretary, 9 Grosvenor Crescent, $.W.1, will gladly 
supply further 
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The Tribulations of the Welsh, 


Or Bibliotheca Celtica (New Series) 1953-1957: 
A Review 


By N. Roperts, B.A., F.L.A., Tutor-Librarian, Birmingham College of Commerce 


HE literature of and about Wales is inade- 

quately served with bibliographical guides. 
The frustrations of practising librarians in this 
field have to be endured to be fully appreciated. 
The beginning, in 1953, of a new series of the 
Bibliotheca Celtica—listing books, periodical 
articles and reviews—was regarded by many with 
something approaching real gratitude. The 
promised new approach brought with it the hope 
that the librarian would soon have at his disposal 
an authoritative, comprehensive and _ well- 
arranged bibliography. The first issue quickly 
dispelled such a naive expectation. Succeeding 
issues did nothing to change the opinion that the 
series was, bibliographically, most unworthy of 
a National Library. 

This review is concerned with those sections 
of the Bibliotheca Celtica devoted to Wales, the 
Welsh language and literature. Together these 
sections form the main part of the B.C. and may 
be regarded as the equivalent of a Welsh National 
Bibliography. 

Constant use of the B.C. serves only to rein- 
force one’s immediate impression that it em- 
bodies a rather eccentric approach to a national 
bibliography, or to any other bibliography for 
that matter. It is difficult to surmise how a biblio- 
graphy in this form could ever have been pro- 
jected in an age of such bibliographical progress. 
This new series conveys the unfortunate impres- 
sion that it is the work of amateurs working in 
the “great library” tradition of the nineteenth 
century: a tradition that has as its basis a deep 
dislike of professionalism and prevents the 
believer from accepting the fact that iibrarians 
have improved bibliographical standards and 
techniques immeasurably over the last twenty or 
thirty years. 

Asked to describe the B.C., one would, 
hesitantly perhaps, suggest some species of 
classified bibliography. It needs no emphasizing 
that the usefulness of such a bibliographical 
tool is dependent upon the validity or logicality 
of the subject arrangement. It is possible for the 
deficiencies of an indifferent subject arrangement 
to be mitigated by a detailed index. The fullest 


bibliographical exploitation is possible, however, 
only if the subject arrangement is itself based 
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fashion are called “special subjects’, but why 
they should be more special than history itself, 
it is difficult to decide. If it was thought con- 
venient to group such books in this way, why, in 
the name of good sense, did such classes have 
to be regarded as part of history? Why not limit 
history to its normally accepted meaning and 
treat the other so-called special subjects as of 
equal importance? Such a plan would at least 
have the merit of allowing a more rational 
arrangement of the history class proper. It would 
allow the general treatment of the history of 
Wales to be followed by the histories of the 
individual counties and not remain, as now, 
separated by a number of miscellaneous and 
unrelated subjects. 

The subject arrangement is all the more 
mystifying because the compilers have not 
thought it necessary to provide a subject index. 
Apart from flicking through the pages, there is no 
method of locating the special subject classes 
subsumed under History or under Literature. 
Can it be that we are expected to use the B.C. 
in this fashion ? Whatever the answer, the lack of 
such an index reflects a deplorably unprofessional! 
approach to a task that demands the highest 
qualities of professionalism. The B.C. lacks a 
subject index; it also lacks a title index. Thus, we 


have the distressing spectacle of a major biblio- 
graphy equipped with a name index only. The 
limitations of such an inadequate index are 
patent; the reasons for allowing a bibliography 
to be published in this state are not. 


The preface to the B.C., 1955, explains that 
a “slight modification” in the arrangement of the 
entries has been introduced. Modification—yes; 
slight—certainly not. The modification is nothing 
less than classification, or arrangement, on an 
entirely different principle. Previously, as men- 
tioned above, books, etc., whether written in 
English or Welsh, were classified under one of 
the two main headings, Linguistics and History, 
according to their subject. This meant that all 
English and Welsh books on, say, economics, 
would be found subsumed under the main 
heading History. Similarly, English and Welsh 
books dealing with aspects of literature would be 
grouped together under the other main heading. 
This method had the virtue of consistency and 
bore some relationship to the implied meanings of 
the two main subject headings. 

It was no small matter to know that one need 
look in one place only for books on agriculture, 
art, sports, etc. The “slight modification” has 
altered all this. It results, naturally, in a signi- 
ficantly different grouping of subjects in which 
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works written in Welsh are “separated from 
works in other languages dealing with the same 
subjects’’. In other words, there is now introduced 
a primary division by language, although the 
changed. All Welsh material is regarded as an 
aspect of literature and language. The result is 
incongruous. Can it be maintained seriously that 
the grouping of the following titles under Welsh 
literature serves any useful purpose? 


Y ddeddf rent 1957. 

Liyfr peintio A.B.C. 

Ceredigion: atlas hanesyddol. 

Hufenfa Meirion. 

Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru 1907-1957. 


To the user of the bibliography it means greater 
frustration. For example, to discover what has 
been published on the history of Wales, one has 
to consult not only the History class proper, 
which will contain all the English material on this 
subject, but also the Literature class, which 
includes all historical material written in Welsh. 
Could any other arrangement be equally useless 
or barren? 

The perverse disregard of the needs of the users 
of the B.C. in terms of arrangement is supported 
by an indexing policy that continues inflexibly to 
provide the minimum amount of help. The index 
provides no guide to the changes that have taken 
place. Why? 

Why was this change considered necessary? 
In the words of the preface to the Bibliotheca 
Celtica, 1955—"to afford interesting and inspiring 
evidence of the increasing use which is made of 
Welsh as a medium of expression in various 
fields of study and cultural activity”. This is, 
no doubt, a very praiseworthy aim, but it is, 
again, hardly an acceptable basis for the arrange- 
ment of a national bibliography. 

Demonstrably faulty in arrangement, deplor- 
ably inadequate in its indexing, the authoritative- 
ness of the B.C. is further undermined by hap- 
hazard coverage of periodical literature. The field 
of Welsh studies is not wide. Bibliographical 
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B.C. The high percentage of omissions occurring 
in such a limited selection of journals suggests, at 
the very least, that the scanning of periodicals for 
Welsh material is carried out in a most un- 
systematic manner. This opinion is strengthened 
by unlikely omissions in other fields—all testi- 
fying to the hit or miss nature of the whole 
venture. 
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Mystification and the Bibliotheca Celtica are 
natural partners, so let us end on another note 
of mystery. How could anyone catalogue, 
classify, and presumably handle, James Hanley’s 
novel, Welsh sonata, and still think it a work 
devoted to music? 

The printers are to be congratulated on their 
work. 


The Regional Library Systems 


Addendum to the Second Edition* 
By P. H. Seweit, F.L.A., Head of Department of Librarianship, North Western Polytechnic 


Te impending publication of the report of 
the Roberts Committee (13), and the hope 
of governmental action based on the report, 
made the summer of 1958 scarcely an opportune 
time to attempt a complete revision of the 
pamphlet, The regional library systems. However, 
the Annual Reports of the Regional Systems and 
of the National and Scottish Central Libraries 
published since 1955 tell of several interesting, 
and a few significant developments which should 
be read in conjunction with the pamphlet. This 
article can be treated as Chapter XVI of the 
pamphlet, and the references are numbered 
accordingly. It is hoped that it will be available 
as an offprint. I am grateful to Philip Plumb for 
again helping me to collect the necessary infor- 
mation. 


DEVELOPMENTS FROM 1955 To 1959 

A few main developments may be discerned in 
the national inter-lending system during the last 
four years. 

1. The number of applications made through 
the system shows a slight tendency to decline 
(although some Regions show an occasional 
increase) and Regions operating schemes of 
subject coverage are gradually satisfying a 
greater percentage of their own applications, 

2. Most Regions, apart from London and the 
South East, find the demands of a full subject 
specialization scheme to be too exacting. Either 
(as in the Northern and East Midlands Regions) 
books not reported to the Bureau are listed and 
their purchase considered by certain of the 
constituent libraries, or (as in Yorkshire) the 
existing coverage of current British books is 

* Library Association Pamphlet No. 2. 1956, re-issued 
1958. 7s. (Ss. to L.A. members), post 2d. 


considered adequate for regional purposes. Only 
the South Western Region has decided to launch 
its own subject specialization scheme, com- 
mencing January, 1959. 

3. In these circumstances the decision to 
discontinue both the recording of additions of 
current British publications in the National 
Union Catalogue and the handling of requests 
for such material by the National Central 
Library was postponed from Ist January, 1958, 
to Ist January, 1959. Plans were made mean- 
while for an inter-Regional subject coverage 
scheme which would ensure that from that date 
all British publications within the scope of the 
inter-lending system were available from at least 
one co-operating library. An outline of this 
scheme is given later in this article. 

4, Progress in establishing further Regional 
Fiction Reserve Schemes has been delayed while 
lg tgp ay al gyi wt 
Fiction Reserve, possibly based on existing 
schemes. 

5. Work on Regional Union Catalogues has 
been assisted by the service offered from January, 
1957, by the British National Bibliography of 
printing B.N.B, entries on Bureau stationery. 
The B.N.B. has also offered to notify Regional 
Bureaux of the orders for catalogue cards 
received from their member libraries (other than 
those purchasing complete sets of cards). How- 
ever, apart from the London and the Scottish 
Union Catalogues, there appears to be no likeli- 
hood of incorporating all catalogue arrears in 
either the regional or the main national union 
catalogues in the foreseeable future. In all cases, 
however, these arrears are in separate sequences 
accessible for “‘searching’’. Many Regions have 
abandoned the attempt to record withdrawals of 





Octoper 1959 


books in any systematic fashion. These circum- 
stances underline the importance of the Roberts 
Committee’s recommendation (para. 92) that a 
non-current Treasury grant be made to permit 
union catalogues to be brought up to date. 

6. Progress has been made in recording 
periodical holdings both of N.C.L. Outliers and 
of the member libraries in some Regions. In 
addition, valuable work in this respect has been 
done by Branches of the Library Association, 
by local groups of its Reference and Special 
Libraries and Information Section, and by 
district co-operative schemes, sometimes in 
co-operation with the Regional Bureaux. 

7. A few more special libraries are joining 
Regional Systems in the Midlands and North of 
England. There are also more special libraries 
acting as N.C.L. Outliers, but the number of 
books they lend is decreasing. The fact that 
special libraries often stand to gain by member- 
ship of their Regional System is demonstrated 
in the North West Region, where in 1956-57 
non-university special libraries borrowed 2,203 
items and lent 970. The National Central Library 
will endeavour to meet requests for post-1958 
British books from university and special 
libraries from non-regional sources. Such libra- 
ries requiring popular books of a general nature 
are urged to join their Regional System. In 
London and the South East, special libraries are 
excluded from Regional Schemes, but the South- 
Eastern Region has agreed to receive from the 
N.C.L. requests for current British books made 
by special libraries within its area. 

8. Many Regions have increased their scale of 
contributions but, apart from London, they 
recognize their financial position to be unsatis- 
factory. The Roberts Committee, while it does 
not recommend Treasury support, recommends 
that (as is the case in Scotland) contributions at 
agreed rates should be obligatory upon each local 
authority. These rates would be approved by the 
Minister, following the submission of schemes for 
library co-operation by each Region. The recom- 
mendation that local authorities, through the 
regional organizations, should contribute sub- 
stantially to the cost of the N.C.L. will scarcely 
be welcomed, but, associated with greater 
representation of the Regions on the governing 
body of the N.C.L., it might lead to a more 
integrated national service. It will be noted that 
the Roberts Committee seeks statutory recog- 
nition of the existing regional committees, subject 
to the amalgamation of the two committees in 
Wales. 

9. The creation in 1957 of the Lending Library 
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Unit of D.S.1.R., which will form the nucleus 
of a new National Lending Library of Science 
and Technology, has fundamentally affected plans 
for the national coverage of foreign research 
material, and the Library Association’s proposals 
for this have been abandoned (14). The library 
acts as an N.C.L. Outlier, but will probably 
agree to accept requests more directly from public 
libraries in the near future. 

10. District co-operative schemes are growing 
in usefulness. The latest in Tyneside (TALIC) 
will be closely linked with the Northern Regional 
System. The success of these schemes led the 
Library Association to include in its Memo- 
randum of Evidence to the Roberts Com- 
mittee (15) a suggestion that co-operation at a 
district or ‘‘zonal”’ level might form the basis of 
our national co-operative system. 

11. A number of other developments call for 
mention. The installation of a Telex teleprinter 
service at Manchester Central Library may 
foreshadow further library uses of such devices 
for the rapid and accurate transmission of 
requests and information. 

Several Regions have found the use ot padded 
envelopes cheaper (for transmission at printed 
paper rate) and quicker than parcelling for the 
protection of books in transit. Libraries in at 
least one Region no longer require receipts for 
books lent within that Region. 

An application form in duplicate for trans- 
mitting applications from a Region to the N.C.L. 
was introduced in 1957. After a six months’ 
experimental period, the completion of such 
forms at Regional Headquarters was made 
optional because of the work involved. there. 
A form in triplicate is now in use. Certain 
Bureaux refer back to libraries for further con- 
sideration any applications for titles not available 
in the local region, and in some cases member 
libraries complete the N.C.L. form themselves. 


The Introduction to this pamphlet and Chapter 
XIV refer to the report Library co-operation in 
Great Britain; by R. F. Vollans, for the National 
Central Library and the National Committee on 
Regional Library Co-operation. These two bodies, 
after considering this Report, published in 1954 
“Recommendations on Library Co-operation” 
(some of which are mentioned in Chapter XV), 
and set up an “Implementation Committee” to 
guide action under these recommendations. 
Three of these recommendations call for further 
comment. 
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Recommendation 3 Union Catalogues 

“We are satisfied that the union catalogue is necessary 
to effective inter-lending and 

(a) We recommend that the existing union catalogues 
should 


is incomplete. 

(6) We recommend that these regions consider how 
best they may provide union catalogues of stock prior 
to a date to be specified, which would be adequate for 
regional and national purposes.” 


The Yorkshire Region is still without a union 
catalogue. Its Executive Committee “‘could not 
agree that the cost of establishing and maintaining 
a Regional Bureau and Catalogue would be 
justified in view of the small increase in efficiency 
(12 per cent) which would be attained”. This 
decision, regrettable as it is from the point of 
view of national efficiency, can be readily under- 
stood when one reads that this region is already 
satisfying some 75 per cent of its own requests 
and, largely through the generosity of its large 
city and university libraries, lends nearly 4,000 
items a year outside the Region. It was estimated 
that the cost of compiling a catalogue would be 
£57,000 spread over 54 years, followed by an 
annual charge of nearly £5,500. 

Of the Regional Catalogues which were only 
partially compiled, work on the West Midlands 
Catalogue is proceeding satisfactorily and some 
progress in recording the stock of Manchester 
City Library, and current additions in other 
libraries, is being made in the North West. The 
N.C.L. has received a considerable number of 
entries from the Scottish Union Catalogue. 

Recommendations 5 and 6 need to be con- 
sidered together (their effect has been mentioned 
under Items 2 and 3 above). 


5. “The National Union Catalogue at the National 
Central Library will continue to record the existence of 
books in co-operating libraries (normally excluding 
fiction) except that books published in Great Britain 
after the specified date and recorded in B.N.B. will not 
normally be included . 

q,:* ‘We recommend that each region should consider 
what co-operative arrangements can be made to ensure 
that ali applications to the Bureau for current British 
material, except for material in excluded categories, are 
supplied from resources within the Region.” 


There is evidence that the announcement in 
1956 specifying the date under Recommendation 
5 as Ist January, 1958, came as a shock in some 
Regions. Later in the same year Manchester and 
Liverpool City Libraries decided that the obliga- 
tions they had undertaken under the N.W. 
not be reconciled with their duties towards their 
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local readers. As a 


which allocated the main subjects in the Dewey 
classification as follows: 000-099 Northern, 
100-149 South Wales, 150-199 North Wales, 
200-299 South Western, 300-349 Yorkshire, 
350-399 Scotland, 400-499 and 800-899 East 
Midlands, 500-599 West Midlands, 600-699 
North Western, 700-799 London, 900-999 South 
Eastern. At a meeting of the National Com- 
mittee in October, 1957, however, not all regions 
agreed in principle with the draft plan. Sub- 
sequently, as the Implementation Committee had 
not been able to work out the full details of the 
plan at a national level, the N.C.L.’s Executive 
Committee postponed the operation of the new 
arrangement for current British books to Ist 
January, 1959. The inter-regional coverage 
scheme and the N.C.L.’s restricted service were 
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only those older, rare, expensive and speciaiized 
works the provision of which is its true function. 
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The International Joint Music 
Congress, 1959 


More than two hundred persons representing 
seventeen countries attended the International 
Joint Music Congress held at Cambridge from 
29th June to 4th July, 1959, the participating 
bodies being the International Association of 
Music Libraries and the Galpin Society. Those 
present enjoyed the hospitality of King’s College, 
papers and lectures being given mainly in the 
University Music School. 

This was the fifth Congress of the International 
Association of Music Libraries, and the first 
to be held in England. The Committee of the 
United Kingdom Branch, on which the Library 
Association is represented, had arranged an 
attractive programme based on four topics: 

1. Technical problems of music in public 

libraries and documentation centres. 

2. Historical aspects of the growth and organi- 

zation of music research libraries. 

3. Towards a definition of certain terms in 

music bibliography. 

4. Problems of collections of gramophone 

records. 

The papers were multi-lingual, but—as was 
natural in view of the venue of the Congress— 
British contributions were numerous. Although 
members were specifically invited to attend any 
of the sessions, whether relating to their own 
speciality or otherwise, six public lectures of 
interest to all were arranged and were well 
attended. Of particular interest to music libra- 
rians was Professor J. A. Westrup’s “Practical 
musicology”’, given immediately after the opening 
of the Congress by Sir Sydney Roberts. It was 
useful to have the multifarious activities repre- 
sented by the Congress squarely related to their 
practical ends before getting down to particular 
aspects. 
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further explored by means of an international 
corresponding committee. 

The fourth group included six papers, of which 
the most ingenious was probably that of Dr. 
J. B. Hanson of Monaco, who argued that 
librarians should influence com- 
panies in their choice of items to be recorded. 

It is hoped that the proceedings of the Congress 
will eventually appear in print: this would, of 
course, include the parallel proceedings of the 
Galpin Society. So far as it was possible to hear 
these, they appeared to be exceedingly lively, and 
naturally gained in effectiveness when—as very 
often happened—the subject-matter lent itself 
to practical demonstration. In one or two cases 
papers appealed equally to both associations, 
notably Jean Jacquot’s “The International 
Catalogue of Music for the lute and kindred 
instruments”. 

Time was found for a number of social events, 
including receptions by the Mayor of Cambridge 
and by the Faculty of Music, and a truly English 
garden-party given by the Fellows of King’s 
College. Looking back over the week, the 
opportunity of meeting and exchanging opinions 
with colleagues is seen to have been 
and beneficial, particularly so because of the 
widely scattered membership of the International 
Association of Music Libraries. 

L. W. Duck 
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SINTO Grows Stronger 


The completion of twenty-five years of the 
work of the Sheffield Interchange Organization 
last year has marked the starting point of even 
more vigorous development and growth. The 
Annual General Meeting held at the Central 
Library on 24th July, 1959, discussed a full 
agenda which included the adoption of an annual 
report of well-founded optimism and fore- 
shadowed new ventures in co-operation. 

A general widening of recruitment has resulted 
in three more industrial and research libraries 
joining the scheme with a consequent enlarging 
of the total resources. A 12 per cent increase in 
the total items interchanged is representative 
of the increasing reliance that industry is placing 
on its libraries and information services, and 
reflects the continued effectiveness of SINTO 
as a co-operative scheme which operates smoothly 
and cordially. In a city where all the major 
special libraries are concerned with one main 
industry, the participating firms must be regarded 
as keen business rivals, and it is the more remark- 
able, therefore, that such cordiality and open- 
handedness in co-operation exists. 

The Monthly List of Accessions issued by the 
Science and Commerce Library has now become 
established not only as a valuable bibliographical 
tool for SINTO and for many hundreds of other 
industrial organizations, but also as a convenient 
means of publicizing new services and develop- 
ments. The Index of Translation in the Science 
and Commerce Library continues to grow both 
in size and use. As a result of a resolution passed 
at the Annual General Meeting, the British Iron 
and Steel Industry Translation Service is to be 
approached to investigate suggested means for 
the better exploitation of their translations. 

One of the most significant developments 
has been the impetus given by SINTO to an 
attempt to establish, under the Sheffield College of 
Technology, a Course of Instruction in Special 
Library techniques. SINTO members will provide 
the lecturers and the students, and the syllabus 
will be prepared in consultation between the 
SINTO Executive Committee and the lecturers. 

Another co-operative venture now in progress 
is the preparation of a combined index of steel 
specifications, and, as a corollary, an index of 
specification equivalents, both of which will be 
international in scope. It is in co-operative work 
of this kind as much as in interlending facilities 
that the future of SINTO lies. 

During the year the library, in company with 
Research Associations and SINTO, sponsored 
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an Information Conference for the Sheffield 
Steel Industry which, through the medium of a 
symposium of papers and discussion, emphasized 
the need for, and means of, obtaining information, 
to about 100 representatives of senior manage- 
ment. Through ventures such as these it is hoped 
to develop further co-operation among Sheffield’s 
Commerce and Industry and to stimulate the 
use of the many valuable sources of information 
available locally and elsewhere. 

SINTO looks back with quiet but not com- 
placent satisfaction upon a year of progress and 
development; and with confidence to the year 
to come. L. G. Toore.. 


Stanford-le-Hope Branch, 
Thurrock 
AT the end of the war the population of the 
Urban District of Thurrock numbered 
67,000. Today it is over 106,000. To cater for 
this large increase, the Library Committee have 
adopted a vigorous policy of branch library 
provision. 
On 21st June, 1958, the fourth full-time branch 
library to be erected since 1953 was opened at 
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Stanford-le-Hope Branch, Thurrock 


Shelf space has been provided for 10,000 
volumes—7,000 in the Adult Library and 3,000 
in the Children’s Department, and the initial 
stock exceeded this figure. There is a quick- 
reference section of 200 volumes. 

The building itself is single-storied and brick 
built with 11-inch cavity walls. All interior wall 
surfaces are plastered. The roof is covered with 
“‘Weatherall”’ sheeting—a composition of asbes- 
tos and bitumen—laid on 2-in. thick Stramit 
boards, which form the decking and possess a 
high insulation value. This in turn is carried on 
light steel trusses. An unusual feature is the 
attractive “‘Difulite” cellular sub-ceiling supplied 
by Messrs. Metal Sections Ltd., of Oldbury. 
Fluorescent lighting fitments are situated above 
the ceiling, the cellular strips of which give a soft, 
diffused light. 

Facing the main entrance is a large display 
case lined with perforated hardboard and illumi- 
nated by concealed strip lighting. Flooring in the 
vestibule is of polished hardwood strips, while 
thermoplastic tiles are used for the remainder of 
the library. Heating is by electric convector 
heaters thermostatically controlled. 

Furniture and shelving were supplied by 


Messrs. Libraco Ltd., and comprise light oak 
tables and chairs with red upholstery, and silver- 
grey metal shelving. “‘Cintique’’ armchairs are 
provided for use near the reference section. 

The main access way is paved with coloured 
concrete slabs, 2 ft. x 2 ft., laid in straight joints. 
Bicycle stands of precast concrete are provided 
in the forecourt and there is an attractively 
laid out flower bed and lawn. 

The branch library was designed by the Coun- 
cil’s architect, Mr. H. K. Brown, A.R.LB.A., and 
there was full co-operation and consultation be- 
tween the Architects’ and Libraries’ Departments 
throughout. The contract price for the building 
was £7,450, with a further £810 for shelving and 
furniture, which figures were not exceeded. 

During the first nine months of opening, 
119,160 books were issued, as compared with 
59,485 for the corresponding period of the 
previous year in the former shop premises. 

Plans are now well advanced for another new 
branch library, of comparable size to the above, 
but of different design, at the western end of the 
urban district, and it is hoped that building will 
commence in the next few months. 

D. A. WickHAM 
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“Dagmar” Microcard Adapter 


The “Dagmar” Microcard 


Adapter 


Within hours of first seeing the “‘Dagmar” 
microfiche-microfilm reader at the 1957 con- 
ference, ideas for its modification towards 
greater versatility were being exchanged. If the 
Dutch had had more experience with Microcards, 
it is likely that they would have made it even 
more versatile from the beginning. 

A few months after the arrival of the reader 
in the Manchester College of Science and 
Technology Library, it was decided that a little 
ingenuity would adapt it so that it would “‘read” 
cards. The microfiche holder would take the 
Microcard and it was obvious that reflection 
off it had to be upwards to the lens. The original 
light source could not therefore be used, and the 
new source would have to be directed down- 
wards through the front plate which holds the 
lens. A hole was therefore cut in this plate just 
above the lens. 

At first we tried, as the new illumination, a 
BTH 1!6-mm. projection bulb and condenser 
system. This bulb is designed to be mounted in 
a vertical position which meant that the beam 
of light would have to be bent at 90° by means 
of a mirror. When finally mounted it was decided 
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OBSCENE PUBLICATIONS ACT, 1959 


The Obscene Publications Act, 1959, came into opera- 
tion on 29th August, 1959. 

The Act makes it an offence for any person to 
publish” an obscene article. An article is deemed to be 
obscene if its effect is, if taken as a whole, such as to 
tend to deprave and corrupt persons who are likely to 
read, see or hear it. 

A person publishes such an article if he: 


The maximum penalty for publishing an obscene 
article is a fine, or three years’ imprisonment, or both 


imprisonment. 
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The Library Association 


Election of Council 
Notice is hereby given that: 
(i) Voting papers will be issued on 26th 
October, 1959. 


(ii) No voting papers will be sent to members 
whose subscriptions have not been paid 
on or before /st July, 1959. 

(iii) If a qualified voter does not receive his 
voting paper, he must apply for one within 
a week of the date of issue of the voting 
papers, after which no voting paper will 
be issued. 


Annual General Meeting 


The 76th Annual General Meeting of Members 
of the Library Association was held at 2.15 p.m. 
on Wednesday, 23rd September, 1959, in the 
Pavilion, Torquay, the Chairman of Council, 
Mr. L. R. McColvin, being in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting held in 
the Dome, Brighton, on 24th September, 1958, 
were taken as read and signed. 

The report of the Scrutineers on the result of 
the Annual Election of Council for 1959 was 
received. (This appeared on page 376 of the 
December, 1958, RECORD.) 

The Annual Report of Council for the year 
1958, and the report of the Honorary Treasurer 
and the Honorary Auditors were received. 

Messrs. A. H. Chaplin and J. T. Gillett were 
elected Honorary Auditors for the year 1959. 

An invitation from Councillor N. Walsh on 
behalf of the Mayor and Corporation of the 
Borough of Scarborough to hold the next Annual 
Conference in Scarborough from 12th to 16th 
September, 1960, was accepted. 

The thanks of the Association were expressed 
to the Mayor and Corporation of the Borough of 
Torquay, and to all those who facilitated the 
work of the Conference. 


Presidential Address 
Earl Attlee’s Presidential Address at the 
Torquay Conference will appear in the November 
issue of the Recorp. In addition, the address will 
be printed in the Conference proceedings (price 
4s., plus 6d. postage), copies of which should now 


be ordered from the Secretary. These will also 
include the text of the Annual Lecture, “The 
Detective in the Library’, by Dr. W. Oakeshott. 





THE COUNTY COUNCILS ASSOCIATION AND 
THE ROBERTS REPORT 


The County Councils Association have submitted a 
memorandum to the Ministry of Education setting out 
their views on the Report of the Roberts Committee. 
Tees Suen Crees oe See Denes Oe ee 
mittee, in their desire to reach a compromise 
to as many as possible of the interested parties have, 
when dealing with the issue of what should be the library 
authorities of the future, made recommendations which 
are inconsistent with the Committce’s own analysis and 


argument. 

The C.C.A. agree that every public library authority 
should have a statutory duty to provide an efficient 
library service, and that the Ministry of Educatien 
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be more effectively achieved if there were fewer and lacger 
fag poner eens 

The memorandum recalls that in their evidence to the 
Roberts Committee, the C.C.A. recommended that 
county and county boroughs should be the only library 
authorities of the future, that non-county boroughs 
and urban districts with populations of not less than 
75,000 should be entitled of right to claim delegated 
responsibilities, and that there should be 
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Notes on Out-of-Print Books 


Following my comments in the May, 1959, 

“Notes” on The tomb of Tutankhamen, by Carter 
and Mace, several librarians expressed interest in 
acquiring xerographic copies of one or more 
volumes. A special problem in this case was the 
rather large number of half-tone plates, which, 
of course, do not reproduce very clearly by 
xerography, and for which a different process 
has to be used. By microfilming the plates 
separately, reproducing them as photographic 
enlargements and dry mounting them on to the 
requisite xerographed pages, an extra charge 
would have been incurred of approximately £19 
for each set of 200 plates in volumes 2 and 3. 
The total cost of one copy each of volumes 2 
and 3 would have been about £36 for first copies 
and £30 for second and subsequeht copies. 
Naturally, the librarians concerned did not ry 
the expense to be justified, and no orders were 
placed. There is, of course, an alternative process 
to direct xerography, ie., the production of 
offset masters inexpensively where multiple runs 
are required. I was not satisfied that this was a 
practical alternative for The tomb of Tutankhamen, 
and so this title is being left in abeyance at 
present. I am, however, endeavouring to obtain 
estimates of the offset process for reproduction 
of a book of, say, 200 pages, based initially on a 
certain page size. Copyright problems may not 
automatically be cleared with this process, and 
negotiations with publishers may therefore be 
necessary. 

Further information from Eyre & Spottis- 
woode regarding titles of Robert Penn Warren, 
states that both All the King’s men and At 
heaven's gate are likely to be ready in January, 
1960. It is interesting to note that All the King’s 
men is being published from the same type, 
although on a larger size of paper, as the paper- 
back edition which will be issued later by Four 
Square. It is obviously this sharing of costs which 
has enabled Eyre & Spottiswoode to bring back 
into their catalogue a small edition of such a 
long book. Also due in December from the 
same publisher is F.E., the biography of the first 


Earl of Birkenhead, by his son. Originally appear-. 


ing a quarter of a century ago, the new edition 
has been considerably re-written since a more 
candid treatment of people and events is now 
possible. Further plans of E. & S. include a 
reprint of Allen Tate's novel, The fathers, first 
published in 1939. This is likely to cost 18s. 


Several titles were investigated at the request 
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internal audits (Gee). 


Alvin Redman are at present giving considera- 
tion to a reprint of one of the long-standing 
O.P. titles of Neil Bell. 


interest in the book, several approaches have 
been made for a reprint of La dame aux camelias, 
by Dumas, in a conventional edition, without 


which is published as Camille, by Transworld, 
as a Corgi book, by arrangement with Heine- 


The English field system, by Gray, 63s. 

I recently heard from Micro Methods Ltd., 
who have completed a microfilm of Workers of 
the dawn, by George Gissing, and this is priced 
at £6 for the three volumes on microfilm, or 
£15 in xerox. 


So far, it has not been possible to obtain 
reprints of the Sheila Kaye-Smith titles, Joanna 
Godden and Joanna 
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PROCEEDINGS OF 
THE SECOND 
UNITED 
NATIONS 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 
ON THE 
PEACEFUL 
USES OF 
ATOMIC 
ENERGY 


Geneva, September 1958 


ENGLISH EDITION — 33 Volumes 


NOW AVAILABLE 


@ 


Abridged French and Spanish editions (13 
volumes each) now in preparation 


For further information consult your bookstore or: 
UNITED NATIONS 


Sales Section (Atomic Energy) 
Geneva, Switzerland 


Brochures available on request 
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volume 
1 Progress in Atomic Energy, 525 pages 
33 Index of the Proceedings 


NUCLEAR MATERIALS 

2 Survey of Raw Material Resources, 846 pages 

3 Processing of Raw Materials, 612 pages 

4 Production of Nuclear Materials and Isotopes, 
644 pages 


5 Properties of Reactor Materials, 627 pages 


REACTORS 

6 Basic Metallurgy and Fabrication of Fuels, 
720 pages 

7 Reactor Technology, 858 pages 

8 Nuclear Power Plants, Part I, 584 pages 

9 Nuclear Power Plants, Part II 

10 Research Reactors, 548 pages 

11 Reactor Safety and Control, 608 pages 

12 Reactor Physics, 774 pages 

13 Reactor Physics and Economics 


PHYSICS 
14 Nuclear Physics and Instrumentation, 
492 pages 


15 Physics in Nuclear Energy, 476 pages 
16 Nuclear Data and Reactor Theory, 744 pages 
30 Fundamental Physics, 342 pages 


CHEMISTRY 

17 Processing Irradiated Fuels and Radioactive 
Materials, 709 pages 

18 Waste Treatment and Environmental Aspects 
of Atomic Energy, 624 pages 

19 The Use of Isotopes: Industrial Uses, 366 pages 

20 Isotopes in Research, 296 pages 

28 Basic Chemistry in Nuclear Energy, 686 pages 

29 Chemical Effects of Radiation, 475 pages 


BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE 
21 Health and Safety: Dosimetry and Standards, 
249 pages 


22 Biological Effects of Radiation, 552 pages 
23 oy in Radiological Protection, 
pages 


24 Isotopes in Biochemistry and Physiology, 
Part I, 308 pages 

25 Isotopes in Biochemistry and Physiology, 
Part Il, 312 pages 

26 Isotopes in Medicine, 460 pages 

27 Isotopes in Agriculture 


CONTROLLED FUSION 
31 Theoretical and Experimental Aspects of 
Fusion, 390 pages 


32 Controlled Fusion Devices, 462 pages 
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Correspondence 


(Correspondents are requested to write as 
briefly as possible.) 


LIBRARIANSHIP AND BOOKS 


CounciLLor Gorpon J. Oakes, Chairman, 
Widnes Library Committee, writes: 

It is rare and encouraging to read a letter from 
an institutional member. I regret, however, that 
the views expressed by Councillor Peck (August 
Recorp, page 197) are unfortunately far from 
tutional member, may I reply to what he rightly 
refers to as “the appalling notion that librarian- 
ship should be about books”’. Books, we presume 
to the exclusion of all else, especially “gadgetry 
and administration’. I suppose the argument 
stems from the pocket dictionary definition of a 
library as “‘a collection of books”. Even keeping 
strictly to Councillor Peck’s other epigrammatic 
definitions, does not librarianship also embrace 
engineering (branch construction), art (design 
and display), transport (mobile libraries), and, 
most of all, people (library users)? Perhaps his 
ideal librarian would entertain his committee 
with reviews of the latest additions and not step 
out of his watertight world to mention such 
mundane matters as issue systems, borrowers’ 
peculiar likes and dislikes, or a supplementary 
estimate for roof repairs to keep the rain out. 
Librarianship is a profession and an exacting one 
and cannot be vaguely dismissed as being “‘about 
books”. Would Councillor Peck define a Town 
Clerkship as being “‘about law’’, or a Treasurer- 
ship as being “about rates’’? 


Mr. A. C. Jones, F.L.A., Deputy Borough 
Librarian of Brentford and Chiswick, writes: 

Councillor Peck is altogether too sweeping in 
his generalizations. Librarianship is no more 
“about” books than engineering is “about” 
power, though the subjects are obviously not 
unconnected. Librarianship in these enlightened 
days—it was not always so—is surely concerned 
with putting people in touch with books and with 
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view, they must certainly take a prominent place 

among the preoccupations of librarians. 
Councillor Peck seems to imply that librarians 

tend to be carried away by their enthusiasm for 


succeed in appreciating the effect of such things 
upon the library service—could it be they who 
sometimes fail to see the wood for the trees? 


Mr. T. M. Doust, A.L.A., Reference Librarian, 
Stoke Newington Public Libraries, writes: 


The idea that librarianship is about books is, 
in my view, responsible for the unsatisfactory 
state of librarianship, at any rate as far as public 
libraries are concerned. Books are there to be 
read, and most people who want a book to read 
want a book to read for pleasure or entertain- 
Se ee ee 
legitimate, the public library and the public 
(with some exceptions) have got used to the idea 
that librarianship is about books and have failed 
to realize that there is much more to it than that. 

Librarianship, that is a qualified and profes- 
sional librarianship, is, as I see it, about know- 
ledge—the collection, preservation and making 
available of knowledge or information. This 
surely is the real basis of librarianship, and it is 
ee nt ee 
in its concentration on books. 

“Gadgetry and administration” of a highly 
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view the poor service standards of which Miss 
Gallagher complains (p. 198) stem from present- 
day neglect of basic literacy, and this in its turn 
is fostered by the present examination system 
(especially F.P.E.). Much more time is required 
for browsing and general reading before F.P.E. 
is attempted, and a much stronger literary bias 
is needed in the examination itself. Above all, 
a viva voce examination in general book-know- 
ledge should play some part in determining 
whether a candidate is fit for inclusion in the 
register of chartered librarians. 


PAROCHIAL LIBRARIES 


Miss J. M. Perersen, M.A., F.L.A., Librarian, 
Central Council for the Care of Churches, writes: 


In January, 1957 (p. 30) you kindly allowed me 
the hospitality of your correspondence columns 
to draw attention, in connection with the dis- 
covery of the unique copy of Caxton’s Legenda 
secundum Usum Sarum in the parochial library of 
St. Mary's, Warwick, to the progress of the 
labours of the special committee set up by the 
Central Council at the request of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury to enquire into the state of these 
ancient parochial libraries, and to suggest to any 
of my colleagues who lived in or near places 
where such libraries still existed that they might 
volunteer their services to the incumbents 
concerned. 

I am happy to be able to tell you that the 
report of this committee has now been published 
by the Faith Press as part of the contents of a 
book entitled The Parochial Libraries of the 
Church of England, which is appearing in a 
limited and specially bound edition at 2 guineas. 
I hope that many libraries will think it worth 
while to acquire this volume, which was edited 
by Mr. Neil Ker, and contains a valuable and 
interesting historical introduction, an alpha- 
betical list of libraries which still exist or are 
known to have existed, with a brief description 
of each, and an attractive series of illustrations. 

The list of committee members and of persons 
to whom acknowledgement should be made 
shows that a number of members of our Asso- 
ciation have made some contribution, large or 
small, to the production of this book. The Central 
Council hopes that our members will come for- 
ward to help and advise about the care of these 
ancient libraries, and will send to me at Fulham 
Palace, London, S.W.6, any information about 
them which somehow escaped our original 
enquiries. 
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Surgery, University of Ceylon, writes: 
1 was rather surprised to read Mr. L. E. 


XEROGRAPHIC REPRODUCTION 


Mr. R. J. Hoy, B.Sc., F.R.Bcon.S., F.L.A,, 
Deputy Librarian, School of Oriental and African 
Studies, writes: 


enlargement. 
a list of films and their locations (and 
fact, retain the films on loan from their owners 
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if this is acceptable to them), and if any further 
demand arises, the original customer will be 


the Recorp would like to suggest possible steps. 

One final point has come to my notice which 
seems to be worthy of mention. The usual way 
of microfilming a book is to ,expose two pages 
lying open along the direction of the film. For 
the purposes of xerographic reproduction, this 
method can be very wasteful, and therefore 
unnecessarily costly. A better method, which 
works well for ordinary octavo books, is to have 
the pages exposed across the film. If a specially 
equipped camera is used, it is possible virtually 
to eliminate space between exposures so that the 
eventual reproduction uses the full width of the 
paper roll, and wastes little space between expo- 
sures, so that the cost is minimized. The main 
disadvantage of this method is that it makes the 
microfilm less easy to use for ordinary reading 
purposes on a viewer, but presumably if an 
enlargement has been made, this fact assumes 
less importance. 


MATERIALS HANDLING 


Tue Secretary, National Joint Committee on 
Materials Handling, 69 Cannon Street, London, 
E.CA4, writes: 

The National Joint Committee on Materials 
Handling is a co-ordinating committee on which 
are represented some twenty-odd professional 
and kindred bodies who have a direct interest in 
some aspect of Materials Handling. The purpose 
of the committee is to stimulate and co-ordinate 
the activities of these bodies in relation to 
Materials Handling, particularly in regard to 
education, by pooling information and the ex- 
change of speakers and to disseminate the results 
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of their joint and several activities among the 
constituent members. 

Available to the constituent members of the 
National Joint Committee are the libraries of the 


also able to make available abstracts and biblio- 
graphies of books and articles on the subject in 
the English-speaking press. Under the auspices 
of the committee, a film list is produced covering 
the subject of Materials Handling which may be 
obtained on request. 

Further details may be obtained from this 
Office. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES REQUIRED 


Mr. C. D. NeepuaM, F.L.A., Lecturer, North- 
Western Polytechnic, Prince of Wales Road, 
London, N.W.5, writes: 

We are revising our collection of specimen 
copies of bibliographies and reference books. 
These are, of course, essential in teaching, and I 


examples of library bulletins and accessions lists. 
Will librarians sending materials please indicate 
if refund of postage is required. 


DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION 


Mr. E, J. Coates, F.L.A., British National 
Bibliography, writes: 

I am sorry that my review of the Decimal 
Classification, 16th edition, has displeased Mr. 
Phillips (see September Recorp, p. 217). My pur- 
pose was to appraise the work on its merits, as I 
found them. The facts to which the review drew 
attention may possibly prove to be less important 
than I have taken them to be, but they are con- 
troverted neither by appeals to the authority and 
advisory resources of the D.C. compilers, nor by 
Mr. Phillips’ inclination to assume a monopoly 
of realism in matters of classification. 

I note that Mr. Phillips thinks that specificity 
of classing has no practical bearing upon con- 
venience of arrangement or effective display. 
One implication of this is that areas in the 16th 
edition in which more specific numbers (see my 
tabulation) have been provided, are not on that 
account more useful than their counterparts in 
earlier editions. On this I beg to differ, and I am 











Octoser 1959 


agreeably astounded to find that there is an issue 
on which I can champion the D.C. against 
Mr. Phillips. 


Mr. S. B. An, A.LA., Loughborough School 
of Librarianship, writes 

Mr. Coates’s general review of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, edition 16, in the August 
issue of the RecorD (pages 187-90) was very 
enlightening and informative for the copious 
examples supplied. The B.N.B., as an institution, 
constitutes a very vital and potent agency for the 
interpretation, full exploitation and application 
of the Decimal Classification in Great Britain 
and in many parts of the world, notably the 
British Commonwealth. The B.N.B. can, on 
practical merits, be placed in the first rank as 
a single organization and instrument which 
effects a comprehensive as well as detailed use of 
this scheme. Over the years of its (the B.N.B.) 
existence, a markedly constructive attitude has 
been maintained and constant effort expended to 
ensure a practically successful use of the Decimal 
Classification, thus keeping it live. As a result, 
considerable experience, extensive and intensive, 
has been built up and this must certainly, to say 
the least, represent a very rich fund of potential 
help and advice in solving many of the apparently 
inherent problems of the Decimal Classification. 
One wonders how much notice of this fact is 
taken by the Revision Committee. 

Therefore, one cannot but feel strongly that 
it would be a good idea to have the B.N.B. 
represented on. the Revision Committee as 
adviser. Would the Library Association, jointly 
and severally, consider and appreciate the 
desirability and essence of getting the B.N.B. 
(and in effect the British professional body 
indirectly) represented on the Revision Com- 
mittee in order to bring about such useful 
balance as would, to a great extent, ease some of 
the hardships of British practising librarians who 
in the majority use the scheme? Surely, the 
Decimal Classification Revision Committee must 
be aware that the British professional bloc gives 
life to the scheme today and so their interests 
deserve to be reckoned with and watched as well. 





SOCIETY OF INDEXERS 
A lecture meeting on “The indexing of information on 
chemical compounds in plants” by Dr. P. R. P. Claridge 
will be held on Thursday, 5th November, at Chaucer 
House, 6 p.m. (tea 5.30). Please notify L. C. Hughes, 
15 Avenue House, N.W.8 (tel. PRI 3269). 
CLASSES IN LIBRARIANSHIP 
Classes for L.A. Examinations are now being held in 


the Catford College of Commerce, Plassey Road, S.E.6. 
Details from the Principal. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 


267 


GOOD, ATTRACTIVE 
LIBRARY STOCK 





Smith’s Library Sales Department 
is helping many librarians to get the 
very out of a modest budget. 


We can always offer you a wide 
range of ex-library fiction in good 
second-hand condition at in 
prices from 4/6 a copy. Each i 

supplied in its original coloured 
jacket, protected by a strong trans- 
parent plastic sleeve—just what you 
want from time to time to freshen 
up your hardest-used stock. 

Lists of newly available titles are 
circulated every month, and our 
representatives will be pleased to 
call with specimen volumes and a 
large selection of wrappers. Visitors 
to London will be cordially wel- 
comed from Monday to Friday at 


STRAND HOUSE - LONDON - W.C.2 


W. H. SMITH & SON 
Telephone HOLborn 4343 
* 





REBOUND BOOKS—in strong 
library binding—are available at 
prices from 7/- a copy. 














Reviews 


Hawkins (R. R.), Ed. Scientific, medical, and 
technical books published in the United States 
of America: a selected list of titles in print 
with annotations. Prepared under the direc- 
tion of the National Academy of Sciences— 
National Research Council's Committee on 
Bibliography of American Scientific and 
Technical Books. Second edition, books 
published to December, 1956. 1958. xii, 
1,491 pp. (Washington, D.C., National 
Academy of Sciences—National Research 
Council, $20, £7 10s.) 

Librarians familiar with Hawkins’ excellent 
bibliography will welcome the second edition; 
it has all the virtues of the first. The new edition 
replaces not only the original work of 1946, but 
also the two supplements covering the years 
1945-48 and 1949-52, though since it is limited 
to books in print, many titles listed in earlier 
volumes are now omitted. The new edition 
contains nearly 8,000 entries—by the use of a 
thinner paper—in a volume no larger than the 
first, which included 5,200. Nearly half of the 
entries are for new books or for new editions 
of books listed in earlier volumes. 

Entries are arranged by means of the con- 
venient subject classification previously used. 
The great merit of Hawkins’ is the ample infor- 
mation supplied about each work. The biblio- 
graphical description is followed by a full list 
of contents (even of symposia and similar works) 
and a long note, descriptive, evaluative or both. 
Here the editorship is seen at its best. The special 
features of each book are noted, the viewpoint 
and standing of the author are indicated; its 
importance in relation to other books on the 
subject is estimated, the standard of accuracy 
is appraised ; new editions are compared with old. 
The care and industry with which it has been 
compiled ensure that this bibliography resumes 
its place among the few important book selection 
aids in this field. 

A few words are needed on the limits imposed 
by the editor on the scope of this bibliography. 
It is a selection of important and useful scientific 
medical and technical books, written by citizens 
of the United States and Canada, which are 
available abroad as well as at home. Books 
published in the regular book trade channels 
predominate; publications of United States 
scientific and technical societies, and United 
States government publications, are represented 
less fully. Though the latest date for inclusion is 
1956, later editions of works for which entries 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 


Jennett (SEAN). Pioneers in printing. 
(Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s.) 

This book contains chapters on Gutenberg 
and the invention of printing, Caxton, Caslon, 
Baskerville, Senefelder, Koenig, Mergenthaler, 
and Lanston. Though little of the information 
it gives is new, it can be well recommended both 
to the general reader and the student of printing 
or bibliography, since it provides a great deal 


machines, will be of great benefit to students who 
have hitherto had to glean this information from 
a variety of sources. 

As would be expected from its author and 
publishers, the book is well printed and admir- 
ably illustrated. N. E. Binns 


Jackson (Sipney L.). Catalog use study: Direc- 
tor’s report: edited by Vaclav Mostecky. 
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tables and in the text may occasionally confuse 
the reader. 

Most of the general conclusions are already 
common knowledge—for example, ‘that the 
rate of success [in using the catalogue] varied 
with the degree of the patron’s experience with 
the catalogue, and inversely with the size of the 
catalogue”. Eighteen per cent of the readers 
interviewed were high-school students using their 
school libraries, of which six were included in the 
survey. Their percentage of success in searching 
for known items and for subject material were 
80 and 83 respectively. These were naturally 
high, and, as was also to be expected, readers in 
the smaller college and university libraries were 
equally successful. The lowest percentages in 
these two searches were found respectively in 
special-purpose libraries (51 per cent) and 
metropolitan branch libraries (64 per cent). 
Ninety per cent of high-school readers inter- 
viewed had used the catalogue before; only 
51 per cent in metropolitan branches claimed to 
have done so. The editor suggests that the Library 
of Congress subject headings generally adopted 
in the metropolitan libraries may have been so 
unsuitable as to render these relatively small 
catalogues very difficult to use. However, for 
every type of library, subject searches were more 
frequently successful than author searches. The 
editor suggests that readers should seek known 
items more frequently under title, particularly 
in the case of corporate authorship—but should 
librarians not rather simplify the author head- 
ings? (The subject catalogue is invariably of the 
dictionary type, sometimes interfiled with author 
and title entries, sometimes separated. The name 
catalogue does not appear in any of the libraries 
concerned, though it might help those patrons 
reported as being unable to distinguish between 
author and subject.) 

Some of the tables provide interesting figures, 
such as Table 4, which shows the percentage of 
author and subject searches made in different 
libraries by different groups of readers. Certain 
librarians in this country without adequate 
subject catalogues might quote it with advantage. 
Table 15, showing sources of information cited 
by readers, should be of interest to those inquiring 
how scientific workers obtain access to their 
materials, though the sample here is not large. 
Table 16 gives criteria of subject-card selection 
and leads to the suggestion that chronological 
arrangement of subject entries should be preferred 
to alphabetical arrangement within the same 
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libraries and the editor’s own comments on 
omissions and errors in drawing up the question- 
naire and in the procedure of interviewing, which 
should be of interest to anyone contemplating 
another such survey. 

The Report will provide some items of interest 
to all cataloguers. 

Mary Piccotr 


MANCHESTER PusBLic LIBRARIES. REFERENCE 
Lrprary. Subject catalogue. Section 929 
Genealogy. Pt. 3. 1958. 91 pp. (Manchester 
P.L., £1.) 

This work, Part 3: Personal and place names, 
epitaphs, heraldry, flags, completes the Genealogy 
volume of the Subject Catalogue of the Man- 
chester Reference Libraries. Part 1: Pedigrees 
and family histories, published 1956, and Part 2: 
Parish registers and wills, published 1957, 
together with the present work contain roughly 
5,000 references to books, manuscripts and micro- 
films, and provide an invaluable help to all 
workers in this field—where adequate biblio- 
graphies do not abound. The work is arranged in 
Dewey order with numbered entries—not running 
consecutively throughout the whole work, which 
would have been preferable to the present 
arrangement where there are now three series of 
numbers—and there are indexes for authors and 
subjects. 

A check produced a strange omission in 
Ekwall, E. Street-names of the City of London. 
O.U.P., 1954, and two of his lesser works: 
Early London personal names. 1947, and Two early 
London subsidy rolls. 1951, both published at 
Lund in Sweden. 

For those not able to travel to Manchester, 
perhaps the next catalogue to be issued will 
explain that full microfilm and photocopying 
facilities are available. In such an important 
service, Manchester should not hide its light under 
a bushel. 

Presumably this present work is intended to be 
the beginning of the printed catalogue of the 
Manchester Reference Libraries projected for 
publication after the war by the late Charles 
Nowell. If so, and if the work can be carried 
through in a reasonably short time so that we 
can all take advantage—albeit at a distance— 
of the immense bibliographical wealth of the 
libraries, his successors will place librarianship 
and, indeed, the whole book world immeasurably 
in their debt. Here, surely, is a legitimate case 
for a subsidy to carry the work through? 

HAROLD SMITH 
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MEVISSEN (WERNER). Biichereibau/Public library 


In this context the author examines the basic 
problems of size, location and the allocation of 
the space of library buildings, relating these to 
the function of the library and its place in the 
community’s life. Concurring in attempts that 
he perceives to have been made “to free the 
public library frorn the fetters of representative 
architecture and to give it a functional though 
not sober form evolved from its purpose”, 
he has assembled a galaxy of examples of build- 
ings which have relevance to this theme. Most of 


the quarto-sized pages carry an excellent photo- 
graph, plan, or sketch, and the viewpoint ranges 
from the smallest si libraries to the 


single-room 
largest, from that of a city library to that of a 
school. The examples are international. They 
from Germany, U.S.A., Scandinavia, 
together with a generous tribute 
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present edition, a substantial revision, has main 
entries for 374 items (about 50 of them are 
British), and 595 titles, in all, receive comment; 
124 have been added and 22 deleted since the 
third edition. There has been some re-arrange- 
ment in the general reference books section and 
in the pages covering the biological sciences (which 
now include psychology). Sub-divisions of sub- 
jects, too, have been systematized. Additions are 
included up to 1958 and very few items of note 
have escaped the compiler’s net. Five Unesco 
bibliographies are added and a tribute is paid 
to Mile. Malclés’ Les sources du travail biblio- 
graphique. British users will deplore the omission 
of Kempe, the Aslib directory, Writings on British 
history, the London Library catalogues and 
Chambers’s technical dictionary, though foreign 
language and technical dictionaries as a whole are 
deliberately omitted. Some of the old blocks 
are still used for illustrations, despite the fact 
that some of the items (e.g., Bulletin of the 
P:A.1.S.) have changed their appearance some- 
what. Prices are given only in the case of the 
illustrated items. A J. WALFORD 


YENAWINE (WAYNE S.), ed. Contemporary library 


1958. vi, 26 pp. (Frontiers of 


design. 
No. 1). (Syracuse Univ. 


librarianship, 
Press.) 

This slim booklet comprises three papers 
presented at a Symposium on Contemporary 
Library Design held at the School of Library 
Science, Syracuse University, in July, 1957, and 
inaugurates a new series entitled “Frontiers of 
librarianship’. 

The three short contributions are “Public 
library design”, by F. Keally, an architect who 
has designed both public and university libraries; 
“School library design’, by Miss M. Rufsvold, 
Director of the Division of Library Science at 
Indiana University; and “College and university 
library buildings’, by H. Rovelstad, Director of 
the University of Maryland Library. 

No new theories are propounded, but rather a 
concise restatement of some of the basic prin- 
ciples of modern library planning. Mr. Keally 
enumerates the canons of public library design 
using the three categories of Vitruvius: utility, 
stability and beauty. Miss Rufsvold examines 
some of the newer functions and technological 
developments affecting school library planning. 
Mr. Rovelstad’s paper indicates a predilection 
for modular planning and subject divisional 
reading rooms. All three are advocates of func- 
tional design, the open plan and its consequent 
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colour schemes and efficient lighting are briefly 
discussed along with other essential features of 
library planning, and glass walls to reveal the 
library interior to the passer-by are recommended 
for all three types of libraries. 

These criteria of library design are possibly 
well known, but because they are so important 
they merit repeating again and again, until at 
last they become part of normal building 
practice. R. DesMonD 


Harris (JOHN). Books about Nigeria. 1959. 39 pp. 
(Ibadan Univ. Press.) 

This reading list on Nigeria could hardly be 
better timed, for it is inevitable that a country 
approaching independent statehood, and that the 
country with the largest population on the African 
continent, should for a time stimulate reading 
demands of an unusually intense nature. 

The pamphlet is necessarily select, comprising 
some 300 titles, including about two dozen 
periodicals and a number of official reports. 
“Preference has everywhere been given to what 
is new and what is easily procurable.” This is 
both wise and intelligent, in view of the rapidly 
changing scene in Nigeria. 

To give life and vigour to the list, such enter- 
taining books as Ellen Thorp’s Ladder of bones 
and Isobel Ryan’s Black man’s country have been 
included, while substance is added by including 
such standard o.p. works as Bannerman’s Birds 
of tropical West Africa and Talbot's Peoples of 
Southern Nigeria. Government publications are 
limited to works published during the last ten 
years and, from a student’s point of view, form a 
valuable section of the book. 

Mr. Harris is indeed to be congratulated 
both on the bibliographical work he is 
Nigeria, and on the fine production 
excellent pamphlet, which will be so 
librarians, booksellers and the general 
public. 

I hope this small bibliography might 
stimulate Nigerian authors to further efforts, 
in addition reach the publishers of 
of the excellent smaller o.p. books 
two works of Mrs. Leith-Ross, and 
Muhammadan Emirates (O.U.P.)) which 
surely sell out reprints. 

S. H, Horrocks 
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Mason (JoHN). Paper making as an artistic craft, 
with a note on nylon paper. 1959. (Faber, 18s.) 
Many librarians and bibliographers will have 
heard with interest of the experiments in paper 
making which Mr. Mason has been carrying out 
at his home in Leicester, using new and uncon- 
ventional raw materials and home-made equip- 
ment, frequently with remarkable success. 

This book gives a fascinating account of those 
experiments. Written in clear simple language and 
with line illustrations on almost every page, it 
provides sufficient information based upon the 
author's personal experiences to enable others to 
follow in his footsteps. Mr. Mason's enthusiasm 
is contagious and there seems little doubt, and 
every reason to hope, that he will have many 
followers. Certainly from the bibliography 
student’s point of view, this book offers one of 
the clearest, best written, and most entertaining 
descriptions of the basic processes of paper 
making that has yet appeared in print, and it can 
thus be read with both profit and pleasure. 

N. E. Bryns 


A catalog of 2,700 of the best books for children 
compiled in the offices of Library Journal/ 
Junior Libraries. 1959 ed. 190 pp. (R. R. 
Bowker Co., $2.00.) 

This is a useful publication—for American 
librarians. Books included have been chosen 
from 15,000 suggestions on the recommendation 
of well-known authorities. Entries, which are 
arranged first in three main age groups and then 
by subject, are annotated. The introduction, 
which explains the method of selection and ar- 
rangement, also includes a list of books about 
children’s books and reading. A number of 
books by English authors are included, but there 
are surprising omissions. Unfortunately, annota- 
tions for some of the English bonks tend to be 
misleading and even inaccurate. An annual 
publication such as this can be invaluable to a 
busy librarian and one wishes that a similar 
work could be published in this country each 
year. F. P. Parrott 





YORKSHIRE BRANCH 


Nominations for election to the Yorkshire Branch 
Committee (2 vacancies) should be received by the 
Hon, Secretary, Central Library, Leeds, by 15th Novem- 
ber. Nominations must be signed by two members of 
the branch, and should be countersigned by the nominee, 
indicating willingness to stand. 
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Obituaries 


Dous.epay.—The oldest surviving member of 
the Library Association died on 13th September 
at his home at Northwood, in his 95th year. 
W. E. Doubleday, as we knew him, was a native 
of Nottingham and, in spite of his manifold later 
occupations, had a lifelong devotion to that city 
in the central library of which he began his 
library life, 1882-89. Some years ago I saw in his 
home his book-lined study, ee, 
which was a considerable card bibliography of 
Nottingham he had spent years in compiling. 
I recall that he told me it was intended for the 
public library there, and I hope that this inten- 
tion has been or may be realized. He told me, too, 
that while in charge of the central lending library 
there, he wrote The Heiress of Haddon, a quite 
lengthy and, as I think, most readable romance 
of the famous fair lady. 

He came to London in 1889 to be Librarian 
of the voluntary Marylebone Free Library, a post 
which he held until 1894, when he became . 
librarian of Hampstead and so served until his 
retirement in 1931. i 


not inconsiderable size, that I know. This, and 
the catalogue of the Bishopsgate Institute, which 
had influenced it, were the most acclaimed of our 
catalogues at the beginning of the century. He 


was conservative in some ways, 


of Library Manuals (Allen and Unwin) and con- 
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tributed to it A manual of library routine and 
edited its Primer of librarianship. Not the least 
of his activities was his editorship for several years 
of the Liprary ASSOCIATION RECORD, a task as 
competently performed as were all his works. 
The Honorary Fellowship of the Association 
which he received in 1919 was never more fairly 
won. 

On his retirement from Hampstead, he under- 
took, at Dr. E. A. Baker’s invitation, the lectures 
in library routine at the University of London 
School of Librarianship, an occupation in which 
he took deep interest, and his notes, which were 
uader constant revision, I have seen and I know 
how excellent were his methods. He thoroughly 
enjoyed this work and was reluctant to relin- 
quish it when later the new Director replaced 
some of his lecturers, who were part-time, with 
the whole-time staff. In his long retirement he 
kept in touch with our doings with much of the 
interest that was characteristic. 

W. C. Berwick SAYERS 


W. E. Doubleday was a remarkable man. Born 
in Nottingham in 1865 he joined the Public 
Library staff in 1882, leaving in 1889 to take up 
an appointment in London. He outlived his own 
generation and for this reason it is probable that 
some of the sterling work he did for librarianship 
will go unacknowledged. His standing as an 
authority on the history of the County of Notting- 
hamshire was acknowledged and he will have 
enduring fame as the creator of an index to pub- 
lished information about that county. For over 
seventy years he combed all available printed 
sources in this work and at his death had accumu- 
lated over 500,000 index cards containing refer- 
ences to all kinds of material. This index is the 
property of the Nottingham City Libraries and 
will form a major tool for students of local 
history. 

I had the privilege over the past six years of 
paying occasional visits to W. E. Doubleday 
at his home in Northwood. Afflicted as he was 
with increasing deafness and failing eyesight, he 
nevertheless was always busy at his chosen 
hobby of Nottinghamshire local history. During 
these visits he would talk to me about his early 
days in Nottingham; of stormy election meetings 
and long hours at work in the library. He remem- 
bered with pridé his work in securing the Library 
Licence Agreement and the labours of the devoted 
band, himself among them, who led the successful 
fight to remove the rate limitation on public 
library expenditure. The tragic loss of his wife 
clouded his last years, but he found renewed 
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mind was wonderfully clear and acti 

end, and it chafed at the limitations e 

which refused to write except by painful 

tion and eyes which allowed only short 

of study. Our profession can take pride in his li 
which proved so fruitful in work and was 

an outstanding example of devoted 

cuted snty in tha Oihd of Sarat Geant 
which librarians have made so great a contri- 
bution. F. C. TiGHE 


By the death of Mr. W. E. Doubleday the 
Library Association has lost its oldest Fellow. 
By his passing in his 95th year the Association’s 
officers will realize that a very retentive memory 
of their affairs during the past 60 years is no 
longer available. His was a nature which would 
go a long way to render fruitful service, and he 
was never appealed to in vain. He was always kind 
and genial with his old friends and the last time 
I saw him was when he spent a day with another 
very old friend of both of us, Mr. Laurence 
Inkster, whom he was visiting in Bournemouth. 
I well remember the happy time we spent to- 
gether, much of it discussing the progress and 
development of the public service in which we 
had professional status at one time. W. E. 
Doubleday contributed a long series of articles 
on Nottingham to the local newspaper there and 
they will prove of abiding interest and historical 
value to his memory. ARCHIBALD SPARKE 


GERARD.—Miss Ethel Gerard died at Worthing 
after a few days’ illness on 7th September. 
Although she retired from active librarianship 
ten years ago, there are many living who remem- 
ber her. She was born in Guildford seventy-five 
years ago, and on coming to Worthing in 1901, 
straight from school, became assistant with 
Miss Marion Frost, in the old public library, 
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Deputy. It is difficult to recapture what the 
women of that time, or of the next ten years, 
did for their sex. They formed a committee of 
which the members who come to mind were 
Kate Pierce, Kate Fearnside, Marion Frost, 
Mizpah Gilbert and Olive E. Clarke; and, as a 
matter of course, Ethel Gerard was with them. 
They spoke well, had deputations to the Library 
Association, selected Miss Pierce as a can- 
didate for the Council, and in due course secured 
her election, many men being at last convinced 
of their cause. 

At Worthing Miss Frost remodelled the 
service. She was herself a force in inducing 
Andrew Carnegie to provide the Central Library 
and the adjoining Museum and Art Gallery; she 
introduced open shelves, fought for adequate 
maintenance for them and encouraged her 
staff to qualify by examination, as many did, 
including her Deputy. The work was a series of 
expansions for all Miss Frost's life, which, 
however, ended at the early age of about 58 
in 1936. 

Ethel Gerard succeeded her and expanded 
things even more. She was a woman of con- 
siderable personal attractions, dignified and with 
equal charm of manner and speech. Her energy 
was worthy of the woman she had succeeded. 
She developed every phase of the work, had an 
almost magical method of getting what she 
wanted for the Art Gallery in pictures and for 
the Museum in exhibits. Lectures and exhibitions 
sherevelled in; sheread papers and gave addresses 
to local societies; was a founder member of the 
Worthing Archaeological Society; and for 19 
years its secretary, and was first honorary 
secretary of the Worthing Society for Literature 
and the Arts. In organized librarianship she was 
one of the founders of the South Coast Branch 
of the Library Assistants’ Association, of the 
national body of which she was long an enthu- 
siastic member. She was, too, the first woman 
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president in 1917, she was a member of the 
Association 


Library Council as a country mem- 
ber, assiduous in her attendance from 1931 to 
1947. 


As an almost life-long friend, I find it difficult 
to say how perfect she seemed as one of the fairest 
women, in actual appearance and character, 
I have known. And this she has remained for me 
and mine for fifty years. A devoted servant of 
librarianship always, and a good, gracious friend. 

W. C. Berwick SAYERS 


From its commencement in 1896 until 1949, 


Marian Frost and Ethel Gerard. Miss Gerard, 
who had joined the library staff in 1901 as a 
was appointed Librarian in 1936, and 
upon the foundation imaginatively and com- 
petently laid by Miss Frost, she continued to 
develop a library service which was the admira- 
tion of all who saw it and a highly valued amenity 
of the Borough. 

Miss Gerard’s work was marked by thorough- 
ness and attention to detail. Her authority was 


I first met Miss Gerard in 1907 when I was 
Reference Librarian at Brighton; she came to 
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Publication October 





GUIDE TO 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 


THE GUIDE TO REFERENCE MATERIAL provides an annotated list of the 
leading reference books and bibliographies, with emphasis on current 
publications, and particularly on material published in Britain. It is 
intended for librarians, in the building up and revision of reference 
library stock; for use in general and special library enquiry work; and 
as an aid to the student who is taking the Library Association exami- 
nations, e.g., Registration B(v), Assistance to Readers, and Final, Part I 
Bibliography and Book selection. 


The GutbE has main entries for about 3,000 items, each item being 
annotated, with few exceptions. The annotations often carry references 
to other material. Technology and technical language dictionaries have 
been given more prominence than is usual in guides of this kind. 


The classification scheme used is the Universal Decimal Classifica- 
tion, but where there are marked divergencies from the Dewey Decimal 
placing, the latter has been preferred, with cross-references. 


The editor, Dr. A. J. Walford, has been assisted by Mr. L. M. Payne, 
F.L.A., and by about 70 contributors, either specialists or librarians 
in specific subject fields. The continuity of the Gumpe will be ensured 
by periodical issue of supplements, with a new edition after about five 
or six years. 


Crown Quarto. 544 pages. 
£4 (£3 to members of the Library Association), post 1s. 


(The Gutpe will be supplied automatically to those libraries who have 
placed a standing order for “all L.A. publications”’.) 


* * 
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Brighton seeking information and advice from 
the late H. D. Roberts on the L.A. examinations. 
That casual meeting developed into a close 
friendship which lasted until her death. She 
joined the staff of Worthing Public Library in 
1901 and received her training under the late 
Miss Marian Frost, of happy memory, eventually 
succeeding her as Borough Librarian in 1936, 
holding this office until she retired in 1949, 
thus having given 48 years’ service to Worthing. 

In addition to the devoted work she did for 
her library and museum, Miss Gerard was par- 
ticularly interested in archaeology; she was one 
of the founders of the Worthing Archaeological 
Society and was its honorary secretary for nearly 
twenty years. It was largely due to her efforts 
that the Society had such a large membership 
and did so much useful work. I had the pleasure 
two or three years ago of conducting a large 
party of the Society around our lovely village 
of Alfriston at her request. Miss Gerard was also 
the local honorary secretary for the Sussex 
Archaeological Society and in 1949 that Society 
honoured her by electing her an Honorary 
Member in recognition of her work for archae- 
ology in Worthing. 

After she retired in 1949 Miss Gerard was 
appointed Joint Editor of the Sussex county 
magazine, a post she occupied until rising costs 
forced the magazine to discontinue publication 
in 1956. 

We mourn the passing of a dear friend and 
colleague, but the memory of a charming and 
gracious lady will always remain and all the good 
work she did for Worthing will not soon be 
forgotten. A. C. Prrer 


ALLEN.—We regret to announce the death of 
Mrs. Agnes Allen, the winner of the Carnegie 
Medal for 1949, in hospital after a brief illness, 
on 13th September. Thus passes a writer who, 
from the publication of her Story of the village, 
wrote year by year a similar work of non-fiction 
which reflected her careful and considered re- 
search and made her books welcome comers 
to children’s libraries. The story of your home 
was, of course, the work for which the Earl of 
Mountbatten handed her the medal at the 
Centenary Celebrations; and an account of her 
and her work by K. B. Brown appeared in our 
pages for April, 1950. She was 60, married to 
an artist, C. J. Allen, who illustrated much of 
her work, and had one son. This writer pays 
tribute not only to her writings but to her genius 
for friendship and her happy, attractive self. 

W.C.B.S. 
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Appointments and Retirements 
BakeweLt.—Mr. K. G. “lig sek a gga Cata- 


H. W. Belmore, M.A., A.L.A., 

i Southampton Univ. L., to resign. 
Boorte.—Mr. W. E. Bootle, A.L.A., Children’s 
Librarian, Ormskirk Region, to be Deputy Librarian-in- 
charge, Litheriand Region, Lancs. Co.L. 

Bray.—Miss A. M. Bray, B.A., A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Manchester P.L., to be Librarian-in-charge 
of juvenile services, Victoria P.L. Hq., British Columbia. 

Butmer.—Mr. L. Bulmer, B.A., F.L.A., Chief Refer- 
ence Cataloguer, Leeds P.L., to be Tutor Librarian, 


Librarian, Lancs. Co.L. Hq. 

Campsett.—Mr. M. J. Campbell, Senior Assistant, 
Holborn P.L., to be Librarian, British Employers’ 
Confederation. 

CaNNoN.—Mrs. M. A. Cannon (née Smith), Assistant, 
Bristol P.L., to be Assistant, Shropshire Co.L. 

Cave.—Mr. R. G. J. Cave, A.L.A., Librarian, British 
Iron and Steel Res. Assoc., to be Assistant Librarian, 
Univ. College of the West Indies. 

CHAPMAN.—Mr. E. Chapman, M.A., A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Library Association of Portland, Oregon, 
U.S.A., to be Assistant Librarian, University College of 
the W. Indies, Mona, Jamaica. 

CHAPMAN.—Mrs. J. H. Chapman, A.L.A. (née Weston), 
Senior Librarian, Bookmobile Service, Library Asso- 
ciation of Portland, Oregon, U.S.A., has resigned. 

Cocurane.—Mr. J. A. Cochrane, F.L.A., Librarian- 
in-charge, Commercial and Technical L., Hull P.L., to be 
Technical Librarian, Lancs. Co.L. 

Crosstey.._Mr. C. A. Crossley, F.L.A., Assistant 
Chief Cataloguer, Leeds P.L., to be Assistant Librarian, 
Bradford Institute of Technology. 

Doutt.—Mr. J. W. Doult, A.L.A., Librarian-in- 
charge, Old Kent Road District L., Southwark P.L., 
to take up an appointment at the Institute of Bankers L. 

Epwarps.—Mr. J. A Edwards, A.L.A., Assistant 


Library Intelligence 
Thomas & Baldwins Ltd. 
Fopor.—Mr. M. Fodor, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 


St. Marylebone P.L., dpe rng 
FRAMPTON.—Mr. 


shire Co.L., to be Senior Assistant, Request Department, 
Shropshire Co.L. 

Francis.—Mr. L. S. Francis, Reference Librarian, 
Aldershot P.L., to be Assistant Librarian, U.K.A.E.A., 
Thurso. 

Gratron.—Mr. P. D. Gratton, A.L.A., Chief Assis- 
tant, Wellingborough P.L., to be Branch Librarian, 
Clifton Branch, Nottingham P.L. 

Ha.itam.—Miss Q. Hallam, A.L.A., Temporary 
Assistant Librarian, Blackburn P.L., to be Assistant 
Librarian, Lancs. Co.L. Hq. 

Heatu..—Mr. A. J. Heath, B.A., A.L.A., Assistant, 

Manchester P.L., to be Librarian, Grade IV, Government 
Communications Hg., L., Cheltenham. 

Hetiarp.—Miss A. M. Hellard, Assistant, Acton 
P.L., to be Assistant, Finchley P.L. 
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Herwortu.—-Mr. J. B. Hepworth, Assistant, Lan- 
caster P.L., to be Area Librarian, West Cumberland, 
Cumberland Co.L. 

Hewirt.-——Mr. R. G. Hewitt, A.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Radford Branch, Coventry P.L., to be Deputy Borough 
Librarian, Museum and Art Gallery Curator, Bilston P.L. 

Hu1t.—Miss M. B. Hill, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Hornchurch Branch, Essex Co.L., to be Interne Librarian, 
Adult Circulation Division, Toronto P.L. 

Hosss.— Miss N. M. Hobbs, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Wilts. Co.L., to be Librarian, West Wiltshire and 
Trowbridge and N.-W. Wiltshire Colleges of Further 
Education. 

Hoicate.——Miss D, E. Holgate, B.A., Senior Assis- 
tant, Warwickshire Co.L., to be Branch Librarian, 
Bradford P.L. 

Houcuton.—Miss S. P., Houghton, A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Sale P.L., to be Children’s Librarian, East- 
wood and Kirby Regions, Notts, Co.L. 

HuGues.—Miss P. E. Hughes, Assistant, Newcastle 
upon Tyne P.L., to be Branch Librarian, Alnwick 
Branch, Northumberland Co.L. 

James.—Mr,. R. T. James, F.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Earlsdon Br., Coventry P.L., to be Branch Librarian, 
Liverpool P.L. 

Jounston.—Mr. J. R. V. Johnscon, B.A., Assistant, 
Liverpool P.L., to be Assistant Librarian, University 
College of North Wales, Bangor. 

Jones.—Mr. C. H. Jones, A.L.A., County Librarian of 
West Suffolk, to retire after over 33 years’ service. , 

Jones.—Mr. J. H. Jones, A.L.A., Librarian-in-charge, 
Reference and Lending Section, W. Sussex Co.L., to be 
Senior Assistant, Herts. Co.L. 

Jones.—Mrs. M. A. Jones (née Rothery), A.L.A., 
Senior Assistant, Bethnal Green P.L., to be Senior 
Assistant, Holborn P.L. 

Jones.—Miss R. T. Jones, A.L.A., Assistant Librarian, 
A.E.I.-John Thompson Nuclear Energy Co. Litd., 
Knutsford, to be Librarian of the Medical Research 
Laboratory, Nairobi, Kenya. 

Keen.—Mr. O. W. Keen, F.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Westminster P.L., to be Assistant Librarian-in-charge of 
Stock Dept., Essex Co.L. 

Ke..ty.—Mr. M. S. Kelly, F.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Ligoniel Branch, Belfast P.L., to be Librarian, Holywood 
Road Branch Library, Belfast P.L. 
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Lea.—Mr. J. Lea, A.L.A., Second Assistant, Technical 
Library, Birmingham P.L., to be Librarian, U.K. 
Atomic Energy Authority, Chapelcross Works, Annan, 
Dumfriesshire. 

Lea.—Mrs. P. J, Lea, A.L.A. (née Coulthard), First 
Assistant, Birmingham P.L., has resigned. 

Leacu.—Mr, T. H. Leach, M.A., A.L.A., Deputy 
Librarian-in-charge, Thornton-Cleveleys Regional L., 
to be Librarian-in-charge, Wardle, Whitworth and 
Littleborough Regional L., Lancs. Co.L. 

Lunt.—Mr. M. W. Lunt, Senior Assistant, Plymouth 
P.L., to be Senior Assistant Librarian, Hornchurch 
Branch, Essex Co.L. 

McKer.—Mr. A. G. McKee, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Motherwell P.L., to be Chief Assistant, Dover P.L. 

Meaxin.—Mr. A. O. Meakin, A.L.A., Assistant, 
Salford P.L., to be Area Librarian, East Barnet Central 
L., Herts. Co.L, 

Mitter.—Miss M. H. Miller, L.R.A.M., A.L.A., 
Assistant Librarian, Reid Music Library, University of 
Edinburgh, to be Music Librarian, Lewisham P.L. 

MiLuiGaAN.—Mr. F. A. Milligan, M.A., A.L.A., 
Regional Librarian, Kenilworth Region, Warwickshire 
Co.L., to be Deputy County Librarian, Herefordshire 
Co.L. 


Micner.—Mr. W. H. Milner, M.B.B., A.L.A., Chil- 
dren’s Librarian, Southwark P.L., to be Children’s 
Librarian, Camberwell P.L. 

Morais.——Mrs. B. C. Morris (née Prichard), formerly 
Senior Assistant, Bexley P.L., to resign. 

Morris.—Miss K.. M. Morris, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Enfield P.L., to be Librarian-in-charge of the Mobile 
Library, Cheshunt P.L, 

Morton.—Mr. L. T. Morton, A.L.A., Information 
Officer, British Medical Journal, to be Librarian, National 
Institute for Medical Research. 

Moyse.—Miss E. M. Moyse, B.A., A.L.A., Assistant 
Librarian, Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, to be 
Assistant Librarian, Univ. Coll. of Ghana. 

MouLpen.—Miss J. Moulden, B.A., F.L.A., Assistant, 
Lancs. Co.L., to be Assistant, York P-L. 

(To be continued.) 


Correction 


WALKER.—We regret that in our July issue Miss B. M. 
Walker, B.A., A.L.A., was inadvertently announced as 
having left the Manchester P.L. staff. 


Contributions and communications (including advertisements) should be sent to the Editor, Chaucer House, 
Malet Place, London, W.C.1, by the 15th of the month preceding that of publication (Tel. Eus, 5856 ext.9) 














FOR AMERICAN & FOREIGN BOOKS 


QUALITY AMERICAN PAPERBACKS 


DELL - IMAGE . ANCHOR - BEACON 








VIKING - MERIDIAN ~- ANN ARBOR 
IN PLASTICISED HARD COVERS SAGAMORE PRESS - UNIVERSAL PRESS 
Send for fist 
45 NEAL STREET LONDON wc2 TELEPHONE: COVENT GARDEN 14/8 
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TEACHER-LI 
CERTIFICATE 


The Joint Board of Assessors 


Auty, Mrs. G. Thorne Girls’ S.M. 
Basson. H.L. Abbotsford — Boys’ 


M. Liverpool 
Bradicy, H. Mayfield S.B. 
Brown, D. W. Downsell, C.P., Leyton 
Dowson, H. Chaucer Shefficld 
Duffy, Miss B. Holyrood ‘Sen. Sec. 

Glasgow 
Finnie, W. D. Rutherford Gramm., 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

Fitch, Miss M. G. Dover Girls’ Gramm. 
Fitzgerald, J. F. Holyrood Sen. Sec., 


Glasgow 

Fowler, J. C. —— Hail C.S., Preston 
Foy, Miss M. Elmwood Sen. Sec., 

. Lanarks. 


Bothwell 
Gien, Miss A. T. Copeland Road, Sec.. 
Glasgow 
Gooch, Miss J. M. Chandos Girls’ Sec., 
Stanmore 


Guidi, B. G. F. David Dale Tech. Coll. 
Haigh, 3. D. Hanson Boys’ Gramm. ae 


Brad 
Heslop, Miss H. V. St. Paul's ipo en Sec.. 


. B33 
Horn, J. H ues oe Sheffield 
Jones, A. B house Grove, Apperiey 


, Bradford 
Kelly, A. St. Margaret's R.C.1.S., Airdrie 
McAweaney, T. J. St. Augustine’s, 


McLeod, Miss J. D.C. Onslow Sec., 
Glasgow 

McCue, Miss M. T. St. Augustine's, 
Glasgow 
McDiarmid, Miss E. BE. St. Columba’s, 
Kilmac: 


‘olm 
Montgomery, H. A. Acland Boys” 
Nainby, Mrs. G. M. Bankfield Sec. 
Nicolson, Mrs. A, B. Battlefield Sec., 
— 


. EB 


Noble, W. Wilton Way Sec., Dalston 
Nuttall, B. Bentinck C. S.. Worksop 
_J.C. Ensham $.M.. 


Porter, Mrs 

Haselrigge Road, S.W.4 
Saxby, R. A. Samuel Barlow, Clipstone 
Shaddock, Miss T. M. Whitehill C.S., 


Sheliswell. H. W. Falconbrook J.B., 

London, S.W.1! 
Stafford, Miss L. E.,Audiey Park, Torquay 
Ste . Mrs. B. M. Churchdown Co. 


Stothard, * 
Swallow, J. P. Lucton Co, Sec. Boys’, 


Sykes. Miss A. Litherland Girls’ Co. Sec. 
pson, B. Snaith Sec. 
. J. A. Brentside S.M. Boys’, 
Hanwell, W.7 
Ventham, Miss G. S. Lawrence Rd. $.M. 
Girls’, Liverpool 


- ; 
Whitehouse, Miss M. P. Wibsey Sec. 


Wright, S. Ollerton C.S., Notts. 
Wright, W. T. Goodall C.S., Leyton 
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Appointments Vacant 


Chartered Librarians are advised to refrain from 
applying for any post in public libraries demanding 
Registration Qualifications (A.L.A. or F.L.A.) 
which is advertised in the General or Clerical 
Divisions of the National Scales or in accordance 
with the Miscellaneous Salary Scales. 


GLAXO LABORATORIES LTD. 


ide centile’ Gi bans, eaduhades or Wacom oon 
German and are able to type. Experience in a Biological 
or Medical Library and possession of the Library Asso- 
ciation Registration examination would be advantageous. 
The commencing salary will be fitted to the experience 
of the successful applicant, and the Company offers good 
conditions of service, including a 5-day week, Pension 
and Bonus schemes. Apply, in writing, to the Personnel 
Officer, Glaxo Laboratories Ltd., Greenford, Middlesex. 


IPSWICH CIVIC COLLEGE 
APPOINTMENT OF LIBRARIAN 

The Library is included in the new building which 
will open in September, 1960. The successful candidate 
will be required to take up duty on Ist April, 1960. 

Applicants should be — librarians. 
in a technical college library or a large-scale reference 
library an advantage. Salary "APT. Il (£765—£880 
per annum). 

Applications, indicating age, qualifications and experi- 
ence, together with the names and addresses of two 
persons to whom reference may be made, to the Principal, 
Ipswich Civic College, Rope Walk, Ipswich (from whom 
further details may be obtained), by 16th November, 
1959. 


For Sale 

One Recordak Library Reader, Model A H3, with 
dual lens mechanism. Purchased new 1954. For further 
particulars write Chief Librarian, Central Public Library, 
Alexandra Road, Swansea, S. Wales. 

The University of London Library has for sale a small 
quantity of steel shelving specially designed for the 
exhibition of periodicals. Fuller details will be given on 
application to The Goldsmiths’ Librarian, University of 
London Library, Senate House, W.C.1. (Museum 8000). 








CRAMER’’S ror MUSIC 


139 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.! 





BOOKS ON COMMUNISM 
Edited by R. N. CAREW HUNT 
A valuable, up-to-date bibliography. Details of 
1,500 books, with Index. 333 pp. 15s. 
AMPERSAND LTD. 
35 Piccadilly, London, W.1 














IN HARDWOOD, BRONZE AND STEEL 


EDMONDS 


BIRMINGHAM . GLASGOW . CARDIFF . LONDON 
CONSTITUTION HILL a ee 
TEL. CENTRAL 8951/3 CLERKENWELL 0244/5 













There's been a 





Counter 


Revoiution 














The object? To overcome the tedious rou- 
tines of rubber-stamping and slipping . . . to 
reduce those long queues at the library coun- 
ter. How was this achieved? Simply by the 
introduction of photographic book charging. 

The‘ Recordak’ Desk Model Microfilmer 














is a combined camera and viewer which will 
give you a faithful photographic record of 
every library transaction. It takes up little 
space in the library ... but it can make all 
the difference to the librarian’s day. Write 
for details. 








SRECORDA KR owision OF KODAK LTD. 


1-4 Beech Street, London, E.C.1. Telephone: METropolitan 0316 


1} Pecer Street, Manchester 2. Telephone: BLAckfriars 6384 




















THE INDEXER _H. K. LEWIS & Co. Ltd. 
Journal of the Society of Indexers _ Medical Publishers and Booksellers 
published twice a year, and Volume 1 | 

was completed with the Autumn, 
1959 issue. Contributors include 
R. L. Collison, G. Norman Knight, 
L. R. McColvin and S. I. Wicklen. 





Subscription rates: Annual, ros. 6d., 
or I gn. per volume. | Bi-Monthly list of New Books and New 
; editions added to the Library, sent post 
Sample copies may be had on appli- | free on request. 

cation to the Hon. Editor, The Indexer, THE LIBRARY CATALOGUE containing 


120 Grasmere Avenue, Wembley, po. ao yoy To a 


Middlesex. Subscriptions should be / £1 Ss. net; To non-subscribers £2 2s. net; 
| postage 2s. 
addressed to the Hon. Treasurer, 


Society of Indexers, 39 Rudall Cres- | 
cent, Hampstead, London, N.W.3. | LONDON: HK. LEWIS & Go. Ltd. 136 GOWER ST. 


























TO ALL LIBRARIANS 








po you USE DURAPLEX? 


THE CLEAR PLASTIC FILM FOR PROTECTIVE BOOK JACKETS 


MANUFACTURED IN ROLLS 93° x 100 YARDS 
(ALSO IN WIDTHS UP TO 48°) 


THE COST? ABOUT 2d. PER JACKET 


FOR SAMPLES AND PRICES WRITE TO 


DURAPLEX (PLASTICS) LTD 


14 CAXTON ST., LONDON, S.W.! 
OR TELEPHONE ABBEY 1744/5/6 























| 
CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
BATH 


Bookbinders to the Library profession 


for over 80 years 


Pioneers of Library binding 
and originators of the celebrated patterned 


rexine “contemporary” style 


Our Quickseen periodical cases 
are in use all over the world, including 


“iron curtain” countries 











Prineed by Headley Brothers ited 10% Kingsway London WC2 and Ashford Kent 








